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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Piece was wrote and 
firſt publiſhed in the Year 1689. per- 
| haps with ſome Deſign of making a 
Compliment to the happy Effects of the late Re- 
volution, unto which the ingenious Author plain- 
ly appears to have been a fincere Friend and 
2 ell-wiſher. | | 

And as the Subject is handled with a good 
deal of Spirit, and in à very impartial gen- 
teel Manner, we preſume the moral Inſtructions 


which may be drawn from ſuch juſt Obſervations 


on the bad Uſe of Power, and the unhappy Mi 
takes which former Princes have fallen into, 
are to be conſidered, at all Times, as uſeful Do- 
cuments to Pofterity. For this Reaſon we 
thought that the Republication of ſo many re- 
markable Parts of Engliſh Hiftory, intimately 
relating to a good or bad Government, and ſet- 
Ying both Extremes in a proper Light before the 
judicious and impartial Reader, could not fail 
of meeting with a favourable Reception from 
the Public, as well as from thoſe who may think 
themſelves more immediately concern'd in ſo nice 
and delicate a Subject. One Thing, however, the 
Editor begs may be believed concerning himſelf, 
% That it is his pure Intention in this Under- 
baking to preſerve a Piece which to him appears 
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- .. ADVERTISEMENT... _ 
to be writ. with a great deal of Spirit.” Mu 


be hopes be may do, without running the Ha- 

zard. of giving any manner of Offence to bis 
Superiors, or being accuſed attempting to 
convey the leaſt Inſinuation which can be thought 


either undutiful or indecent.. 


# 


T HR 


LIFE and REIGN 
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WILLIAM the Second, 
Nick-Named . Rupus.. 
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A Patre, ullimd valetudiue decumbente, in Succeſ- 
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ſorem adoptatus. 
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H E Firſt William gained England by 
Conqueſt, and bequeathed it to the Second 
by Will, By his Invaſſon he uſurped the 
Right of his Coin Edgar ; and by his Legacy he 
infringed that of his Heir. He put out Harold 
the unlawfnl Poſſeſſor of the Kingdom; and put 
by Robert his Jawfal Succeſſor. 25 
William the Second of that Name, of fewer 
Years than his Brother, bur of greater Intereſt in - 
the Inclinations of his Father, with haſty Steps 
aſcended the Throne, entring the Royal Palace 
at the wrong Door. He 3 himſelf to the 
. | one 
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one by the Reſemblance of Humours, and Ye 
Roughneſg of his Lemper; and over- reached the 
other by the Credulity and Eaſineſs of bis Diſgo- 
ſition: Giving no more Deference to the Obliga- 
tion of Promiſes, than to the Right of Primoge- 
niture, His Vows to God, his Word to his Bro- 
ther, and his Engagements to his Subjects, were 
all plighted with a like Sincerity, and with the 
fame Integrity obſerved, and maintained. He 
was poſitive and ſturdy, and that paſſed for Va- 
Jour ; he was crafty and politick, and that was 
reported for Wiſdom © He was accounted reli- 
1 gious, when he purſued his own temporal Advan- 
| tages; and was reputed prophane, when he in- 
1 vaded the Privileges of the Church: He was im- 
| meaſurably covetous, only in order to the being 
| unreaſonably profuſe; and under the Pretence of 
| Religion, he committed theigreateſt Acts of Enor- 
3 mity and Impiety. His Incontinency was not 
taken notice of, becauſe he could not tranſgreſs 
| the Vow of Matrimony ; and though in Specu- 
| lations and Diſputes he ſeemed concerned for 
| 


| Religion, yet by his Actions he appeared to be a 
Z price Atheiſt, The Courſe of his Life was tur- 
ulent and uneaſy ; and the Manner of his Death - | 


[i Violent and untimely. 
| 
| 
' 


; He was no ſooner mounted on the Throne, but 
Troubles aroſe to diſcompoſe his Quiet. Robert 
his eldeſt Brother highly reſenting this great In. 
Jury, to be juſtled our of his Scat by the Partiali- 
in ty of his Father, and the Encroachment of his 
i | Brother-; began to think of ſome timely Expedi- 
4 ents for the Recovery of his Right; and being 
þ aſſiſted in his Pretenſions by ſeveral of the Nobi- 
N lity in England; as Odo Biſhop of Bayeux and 


i Earl of Kent, Roger Montgomery Earl of Shrews- 
N bury, Hugh de Grandemenil, Robert Mowbray mm 
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of Northumberland, William Biſhop of Durham, and. 
divers others of the Clergy and Nobility, (who 
raiſed: great Forces, and poſſeſſed themſelves of 
many conſiderable Places ;) the King was n 
ſtrained to compound for his Peace, by an Aſſur- 
ance of 3000 Marks Annum to his Brother 
during Life, and the Reverſion of the Crown of 
Eugland aftet his Deceaſe; and by a ſolemn Pro- 
miſe to reſtore to the People their ancient Laws, 
and to indulge them the Liberty of hunting in 
his Foreſts . By theſe Condeſcenſions he diſſipat- 
ed the preſent Storm that impended over his 
Head, and gained ſome ſhort Reſpite from bis 
growing Trouble. 
This Tempeſt was hardly allayed in the South, 
but freſh Clouds began to gather in the North. 
Malcolm King of the Scots, thinking it a fit Oppor- 
tunity to purvey for himſclt,- and inlarge his 
Borders, when his Neighbour was embroiled 
with inteſtine Commotions; makes a ſudden and 
furious Incurſion into Northumberland, over-runs 
the Country, burns and deſtroys all before him, 

and returns Home loaden with the Spoils of the 
Inhabitants, without the leaſt Hinderance, or 
Oppoſition. And though it was not long before 

_ William was ſufficiently revenged on his In- 
vader, whom he reduced to the Neceſſity of pays 
ing the ancient Homage due to the Crown, and 
to give Aſſurance of his future Fidelity by new 
Stipulations; yet ſuch an Enterprize could not be 
accompliſhed, without a vaſt Expence of Treas 

ſure, and a great Loſs of Men. 5 ri 

The King (who was very prodigal of his Promi- 
ſes, but ſlow and penurious in the Performance) ne- 
glected the Payment of the Compoſition made 
with his Brother Robert; whereupon he makes 
his Application to the King of France; 
B 2 Who 
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he avoided the Effuſion o 
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who preſently furniſhed him with conſiderable 


Supplies, by which Aſſiſtance he aſſaulted and 


took ſeveral Towns in Normandy; and by his 


"Succeſs obliged King William again to raiſe a 
powerful Army, and to tranſport them into that 


Country ; where though 'by his crafty Addreſs 
4e f Blood, and the Con- 


ſumption of his Forces, yet he waſted his Trea- 


ure, and purchaſed a 'Truce with the King of 


France by the Mediation of Money. 
And now all Things were calm and quiet, but 


not long ſo ; the Sky began to be over-caſt with 


gloomy Exhalations, and Troubles aroſe upon 
an Occaſion as unuſual as unneceſſary. Malcolm 


King of the Scots was a generous and magnani- 
mous Prince, and being at Peace and full Amity 


with his Neighbours, he undertook the Toil of 
a Journey as far as Glouceſtet, to pay a Royal 
Viſit to his Ally and Friend the King of England. 
Who either out of a Humour, Pique, or Pride, 
would not vouchſate ſo much as to fee him; 
which barbarous Return to the Civility of the 
affronted King did ſo exaſperate him, that he 

ſted back to his own Country, made ready a 


powerſul Army, with all Expedition, and again 


infeſted Northumberland, rayaging through the 
Country without Controul, and enriching his 
Followers by the Ruin and Deſolation of harm- 
leſs and unconcerned People. And though in the 
Proſecution of this Deſign he loſt his Life, and 
the Life of Edward his eldeſt Son, and his whole 
Army was entirely routed and defeated, (being 
drawn into an Ambuſcade by Robert Mowbray the 
King's Lieutenant,) yet King William ſuffered a 
eat Diminution of his Honour and Fame, by ſo 
unhoſpitable a Refuſal of a common Reſpect to 
his Equal in Degree and Title. *. 
| C 
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The King, who was never happy in any long 
Inte rmiſſion of thoſe diſtempered Fits that 
him, fell now into a ſharp and dangerous Parox- 
iſm. The Nelchmen taking notice of the King's 
inceſſant Troubles and Diſtractions; to gratify 
both their Revenge and Avarice, entered the 

Engliſh Borders; and making uſe of ſuch Advan- 
tages as naturally attend a Surprize, they became 
Maſters of many Towns and ſtrong Holds, com- 
mitting all Manner of Outrage and Hoſtility, ex- 
erciſing that Malice, which they bore to the 
King, upon the Lives and Eſtates of his innocent 
Subjects. The King, with great Induſtry and 
Care, got together a handſome Army, with 
Which he marched in Perſon toward them, pro- 
miſing to himſelf an caſy and cheap Victory: But 
he was diſappointed of his * and forced 
to retreat with all Speed to London, to compoſe an 
Army of greater Strength, and Number. In the 
mean time, to increaſe his Perplexity, Robert 
Mowbray Earl of Northumberland, (who had done 
him ſuch ſignal Service in repelling - the Svors, 
and deftroying their King ;) finding himſelf dif- 
regarded, and no competent Honour or Reward 
deſigned for his fingular Merits, began to be 
malecontent; and joined in an open Conſpiracy 
againſt his Lord and Maſter. But the King, rein- 
forced with an Army far ſtronger than ever he 
had imbodied before, took, and impriſoned the 
Earl, and entered the Welch Territories; where 
not being able to provoke them to the Deciſion of 
a Battle, he purſued them with Stratagems, e- 
rected many Caſtles and Forts, that ſo by Degrees 
he might become Maſter of the Country: But 
they retreating to the natural Fortifications of 
Woods, Mountains, and inacceſſible Paſſages, did 
ſo baffle him in his Attempts, and ſo harrafs and 
2 tire 
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commit the further Proſecution of it to his Licu- 
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able Enjoyment of his Acquiſitions. 
. we. — obſcrved, how Invaſions from Abroad, 
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tire out his Soldiers, that he thought it moſt ad- 
viſable to withdraw from the Enterprize, and to 


tenants, ho in Time utterly ſubdued thoſe nax- 
ed and wild People, but not without n! N 
Inſtances of Cruelty and Barbarit p. 

Thus we have ſeen a Man advanced to a 


Throne, inveſted with Regal Authority, ſur- 


rounded with all the external Glories and Feli- 
citics Ades of a Diadem ; yet denied the inward Sa- 


tisfaQion and T ragulity of a quiet and peace- 
Hitherto 


and Diſtractions at Home, rendered; his Life un- 
eaſy : Let us now take an Account of his immor- 
al, = irregular Actions, which made his Per- 
ſon unacceptable, and his Reign unfortunato to 
his Subjects. 

He aſſumed to himſelf an immoderate and li- 
centious Power to ſupply his Neceſſities by the 
Detriment and Spoil of others. And becauſe in 
his Time the Clergy was of all Ranks of Men 
the moſt opulent, — found them the moſt hes 
Objects of his Rapine and Oppreſſions,) When 


any Biſhoprick or Abby became vacant, he pre- 


ſently ſeized the Revenues into his own Hand, 
He beg the See of Canterbury four Veats to his 
own Uſe, and would have done it longer, but 
that 2 deſpe rats Sickneſs put him into a Fit of 

Devotion; ; toe being at the Brink of Death, and 
ready to expire, he reſolved to commute for his 


| Intruſion, by the Donation of thoſe Livings, 


hs i a 5 thought, ) he could no longer de- 
—— conferred the Archbiſhoprick of 

upon Anſelm, and the Biſhoprick of 
— upon Aer Bloet But no ſooner was 


Health reſtored, but his old Inclinations m—_— 
I 


\. 
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ed. and no other Tokens of Rep appear- 

ed, but a Remorſe and Sorrow for parting with 
two ſuch tich Morſels; for he never deſiſted from im- 

8 and otmenting the two poor xy from K | 
cl he good Sums of Money | 

ene five nd Pounds rang Bloet. 

tte kept in his Hands at one Tltne three Bj 
ricks (Canterbury, Wincheftet and Sa/jsbary,) and 
twelve Abbies; all which he ſet ont to farm, 
and gathered che Profits of them into his own 
"Bring obliged Sam. of M 

in | to a great dam oney to | 

the Ki ing of 8 und this Invention to 

rocure i He ps wx irooky a Faun N 

ar, and a ſudden Irruption into Norm 
order to which he levied 20,000 Men ( 5 Bucs 
and other coercive Means ;) who being Sefton 
the Sea Side, and ready to embark, he ordered 
it tobe ſignified and made Ne that becauſe 
he could 1 more commodiouſly leyy Men in Mor- 
mandy, (without the Toil 2 2 e of tranſ- 
porting) whoſoever would pay ten Shillings to- 
ward the 2 of ſuch. Forces, ſhould be ex- 
cuſed from going on that Expedition: Which 
Proffer was ſo grateful and plauſible to the Army, 
that there lar hardly any Man that did not 

eedily comply with the Propoſal. He added 

xtortion to Uſury, took up Money, by by, GORE 
Courſes, aud employed it to unjuſt Purpoft 
would not ſupply his Brother with e (A 
upon a pious Undertaking to the Holy Land) 
without a Mortgage of his Dutchy of Normandy ; 
and he could not raiſe it but by Exactions, an 
compulſory Loans; ſo that to advance the Sum, 
the Biſhops melted their Plate, and the Temgo- 
zal Lords deſtroyed their Tenants, | 1 
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131 
© _ Spiritual Preferments were not given, but ſold 
by Auction; and he received from Tbhurſſan 500 
Pounds for the Abby of Glaſenbury; and fell 
out with Anſelm, becauſe he would not give a 
| 2 Marks for being made Archbiſhop of Ca- 

ö terbury. ol | jaw 2 
# | $ID to himſclf the Glory of building 
8  Weſftminfter-Hall ; but his Subjects were at the, 
ll Expence, who believed, that he rearcd that Fa- 
© brick only for a Pretence to lay a heavy Tax upon 
| the People, and was a great Gainer by the Pro- 
| ject. . 
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If the Prieſts tranſgreſſed by carnal Deviations 
from the. ſtrict Rule of their Profeſſion, the Pe- 
nance was in the Purſe; and a Compoſition with 
1 the King was as effectual, as a ſacerdotal Abſo- 
1 lution. And becauſe he received very great Pro- 
in fit by particular Indulgences given to the Fews, 
= he encouraged the Relapſe of ſuch as were con- 
1 verted to Chriſtianity; accounting it no Matter 
| to be Followers of Chriſt, ſo they were but Bene- 
! . factors to him. 0 | ES 
W | Among other Faults laid to his Charge, it is 
.F worth obſerving, that he is noted for impgſing 
ww exceſſive Fines upon diverſe of the Nobility, for ſmall | 
{ | | Offences. "EY 
| 1 Having by his Avarice and Severities wearied 
1 his Subjects, and diſpoſed them to ſeek for Safe= 
1 ty and Liberty in other Countries; he unexpect- 


edly iſſued a Proclamation, that no Man ſhould 
= | depart the Realm withour his Licenſe, for the 
1 Purchaſe of which he did not care to loſe a Sub- 
| jet While Promoters, Informers, and ſuch 
- Sort of State Caterpillars were his principal Fa- 
1 vourites, and Partakers of his Grace and Bounty. 
1 He had a Mind to be reputed an exa# Obſerver 
Wo of his Word and Promiſe, And perhaps he was fo 
| | : in 


1 
= $4, | C 


SO $2 

in Matters of ſmall Importance : But when Profit 
and Advantage came to be wel Self Intereſt 
ſoon turned the Scale. He m afolemn Agree- 
ment with his Brother Robert, to bequeath the 
Crown of England to him; but it does not ap- 
pear, that he remembred the Engagement, or e- 
ver had an Intention to be juſt to his Word. 
When he was preſſed by an inteſtine War, and 

by the Loyalty and Valour of the E21 reſcued 

from the Rebellion of his Norman Followers, he 
promiſed a Reſtitution of their antient Laws, and 


much valued by the People of thoſe Times; but 
with the Neceſſity the Obligation ceaſed, and he 
became a Bankrupt of his Word and Promiſe. 
As little did he regard his Promiſes to God his 
Creator ; for ra fick at Gloucefter, 
and deſpairing of Recovery, he made a ſolemn 
Vow, that if he were reſtored to his Health, he 
would lead a new Life, and give over all his diſ- 
orderly Courſes; but the Reſtoration of his 
Strength was accompanied with the Return of 
his former vicious Inclinations, and he became 
ten Times more the Child of Wrath, than he was 
before. | 
He is reported to have been very laſcivious 
and incontinent; but in Regard he did not de- 
fraud his own Wife, (having never been married) 
and was not obſerved to debarich the Wives of other 
Men, he only paſſeth for a ſimple Fornicator, 
and even in that not at all curious, not entertaine 
ing a ſelect Concubine, but promiſcuouſly trucking 
with any Woman that came in his Waxy. 
To ſhew how conſcientious he was in Matters 
of Religion, take he Words of Sir Richard Ba- 
ker in his Chronicle of England, p. 35. He ap- 
pointed a Diſputation K. be beld between 2 | 


an Indulgence to ſome Privileges which were 
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e and Jeus, and before the Day came, the ew 
& brought the King a Preſent, to the End they 
“ might have an indifterent Hearing: The King 
c took the Preſent, encouraging them to quit 
c themſelves like Men: And ſwore by St. Luke's 
6“ Face, (his uſyal Oath,) that if they prevailed 
& by Diſputation, he would himſelf turn Few, 
and be of their Religion. A young Jeu on a 
„ Time was converted to the Chriſtian Faith, 
„ whoſe Father being much troubled at it, pre- 
« ſented the King ſixty Marks, intreating him to 
<< make his Son return to Judaiſm; whereupon 
e the King ſent for his Son, commanding him 

& without more ado to return to the * of 
« his Nation: But the young Man anſwered, 
« He wondered his Majeſty would uſe ſuch 
ce Words; for being a Chriſtian he ſhould rather 
<* perſuade him to Chriſtianity: Wich which 
Anſwer the King was ſo contounded, that he 
cc commanded the young Man to get him out of 
his Sight. But his Father finding the King 
& could do no good upon his Son, required his 
« Money again. Nay, (faith the King,) I have 
* taken Pains enough for it; and yet that thou 
© may'ſt ſee how kindly I will deal, you ſhall / 
c have one half, and the other half you cannot in 
4 Conſcience deny me.” 

In one Act he ſhewed himſelf a Tyrant, and 
an Atheiſt; for fiſty Gentlemen being accuſed for 
hunting and killing the King's Deer, he cauſed 
them to be condemned to the Trial by Fire; 
which they eſcaping untouched by the miraculous 
Providence of God, he being thereby defeated of 
his greedy Expectation by the Confiſcation of 
their Eftates, fell into an outragious Paſſion, and 
cried out, How happens this! Is God a jus 
Fudge in ſuffering it? Now e Murrian toke him 
that believes it. | But 
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drinking himſelf into 
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But Vengeance from Heaven ſoon overtook 
him that not believe it 3 for the King -(t 
warned by Dreams and other 3 Preſh- | 
, of ſome approaching Diſaſter, ) * A 
unting in the new Foreſt upon che ſecond of 
Auguſt. When the Day came, he gen to be 
perplexdd wich 2 rance of thoſe ou 
nous Bodings, and ſtaid within till Noon: But 
having at . 100 Ma all Care and Fear, by 
ardineſs and Security, he 
mounted his Horſe, and cagerl followed the 
Chaſe: Shortly after Sit Walter Hotel; a Knight 
of Normandy (to whom the King at their going 
out had given two Arrows very ſtrong and ſharp, 
telling him, That he knew how to ffloot to Pur 
poſe,) having a very fat Buck in View, and at a 
convenient Diſtanes to be ſtruck; let fly an Ar- 
row, which glancing en a Tree, or elfe grazi 
on the Back of the Deer: reached ehe King, h 
him id the Breaſt, / and he immediately dropt 
down dead. x A * 
Thus fell Nimrod the mizhty Norma Hunter, 
deſtroyed by ' that very Sport in which he took 
ſuch exceſſive —— J violently” brought to 
Death on that Occ by which he had delibe- 
rately deſigned the Dekradtion of many others; 
and! in that very Place where bis Father had de- 
populated ſo * Towns, and ruined ſo many 
Fo Houſes, for the Accommodation of wild 


fares” and to gratify- "Me | own "ordinate Plea- 
ares. | > 1 ＋ 
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only Daughter and Heir of Henry the Firſt ; and 


and kept it from her ; and Henry her Son con- 
firm'd the Diſſeiſin, by compounding for his own 
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Hxxxr the Second. 


H OUGH the-Acceſſion of Henry, the 8on 
of Geoffrey Plantagenet Duke of Anjou, to the 


Crown of England, be not branded with the un- 
ſavory Terms of Intru/ion, or Uſurpation ; yet who- 
ſoever will imparcially revolve ; 
thoſe Times, may modeſtly conclude; that be 
jumpt into the Throne over the Back of bis Mother. 


e Chronicles of 


Maud (commonly ſtiled the Empreſs,) was the 


though ſne was an Empreſs, and aſterwards a 


Dutcheſs, yet ſhe, could never arrive at the Sta- 


tion of a Queen. Stephen uſurped the Crown, 


Succeſſion, without any Regard to his Mother's 
Title. Whether ſhe was locked up in an un- 
known Priſon, or eſtranged by Baniſhment, or 
ſecretly made away, it were a great Preſumption 
in me to aſſert, ſince the Writers and Hiſtorians 
of thoſe Days make no poſitive Determination 


in the Matter: But that ſhe was civilly dead 


that no Notice was taken of her right and legal 
Claim to the Government, after ſhe had fo unſuc- 
| Shes: ceſsfully 


C 


[23] | 
ccſsfully contended with King Stephen, nothing 
ae er nr” "HOY her Son was © 

young, active, valiant Prince; very potent, 
| 2 with great Poſſe os, and i in Expectation 
ater Additions: He was in his own u Niet 
Bake of Anjou, in Right of his Wife Duke of 
Guien and arl of Poitou, and in Right of his 
Mother Duke of and "preſumptive _ 
Heir to the Kin Jonl'of Zopdowd This Great- 
neſs of Eſtate, added to the ö — his Spi- 
rit, and buoyed up by the Hopes of a far greater 
Au gmentation of his Fortunes, 3 him on to 
ſet up Ss himfclf in a Competition for the Crown 
of England. To the Atchievement of which, m 
Accidents concurring, (as the untimely Death of 
Euſtace the Son of Ki 1 — the melancholy 
— — of his Mother preſs, upon her un- 
rous Conteſt with ane and the Loſs of 
wy 3 baſe Brother+, and other her; faſt Friends) 
he came to a Compoſition with King Stephen, and 
a perfect Reconciliation was made | between 
them chuſing rather to ſucceed | him by Adop- 
tion, than to wait the natural "Deſcent of his In- 
heritance by the Death of his Mother. Whether 
a a proph ophetic Foreſight of the ſhort Period preſerib- 
to the Reign of FI Stephen, or a ſores De- 
ſign to catch ſome Opportunity to accelerate his 
. own Inveſtiture, prompred him on to this AG 
commodation, lies only within the Compals of 
Conjecture ; bur ſo it fell out, that his Poſſeſſion 
by urvivorſhip was not long prorogued; the A- 
greement being made in January 11.54, by mu- 
tual Conſent, and conſummated in Oadiaber fol- 
lowing, by the Death of King Stephen. 


r 
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1 Robert Ear of Glouceſter, natural Son to King Henry . 
A great Cds for her in Kung Stephen's Reign, 


2 


Henry 


| J ö 
_ Henry the Second being now actually King, 
diſturbed by no titor, or Pretender, might, 
wich all Affluence of Honour, Wealth, and P þ 
| have enjoyed his Kingdom in ' profound 
Peace; but in Deſpight to Fortune, who hither= 
to had courted: him, he created Troubles to 
himſelf, and was the unlucky Autbor of bis own 
Miſery. For though the Rebellions Inſurrection W 
of the Welch, in the firſt Year of his Reign; did 
ſomewhat diſcompoſe his Quiet; the Kalbe of | 
it did only tend to aggrandize his Name, to 
make him more revered At-home, and more 
awfully conſidered Abroad. But the Expedi- 
tion into Scotland was the Product of his on 
Injuſtice : Stephen, his Father by Adoption, had 
granted Cumberland and Hunt ingtonſbire to Nanl- 
colm King of the Scots, and Aaaud his Mother had 
given Northumberland to the ſame,” Henry diſ- 
daining to ſee his Kingdom cantoniſed, and 
grudging that ſuch con/iderable Parts of it ſhould 
be diſmembered from the Body, and become the 
Patrimony of his Neighbour, demands the Ef- 
tate by a military Claim, and marching thither 
with a powerful Army, repoſſeſſeth himſelf of Part 
of thoſe alionated Lands, and voluntarily relin- 
quiſherh:the ft... 
1 The ſame reſtleſs Humour prompted him to 
9 Eager his Brother Gere For his Father on 
if is Death- Bed bequeathed the Dukedom of Anjors 
1 to him, but with this Limitation, that ſo ſoon as 
| it he ſhould become King of England, he ſhould de- 
i | liver up Anjou to his Brother ' Geoffrey + And for 
| | the further Aſſurance of it, he obliged his Lords 
z to ſwear, not to ſuffer his Body to buried, till his 
4 Son Henry had taken his Oath exactly to perform 
8 it. Hcury ſolemnly binds himſelf by Oath to per- 
— form his Father's Will, but afterwards as _ 
5 ; edly 
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And leſt Matters ſhould be wanting to propa- 

gate new Cares, and Interruption to the Progreſs 

of his Felicity, by an over-tond and unexampled 


Indulgence, he aſſumed his Son Henry (then ſe- 


venteen Years of Age) into a Partnerſhip in the 
Throne; whoſe arrogant Behaviour, and piquant 
Repartce at the very Timo of his Coronation, 
adminiſtred juſt Cauſe to the King to repent his 


Raſhneſs. For the King, to do Honour to his 
young Collegue, at the Coronation Feaſt would 


needs carry up the firſt Diſh to the Table; which 


the Archbiſhop {who had performed the Ceremo- 
ny) obſerving, ſaid merrily to the new King, 
What an Honour is this to cu, to have fuch a Waiter 

2 | | 9 
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. 
at your Table? The other replied, Why, "what 
great Matter is it from him, that was but the Son of 


| 4 Ditke, to do Service to — Aer we the Son of 8 


Ning, and a. Jucen? Neither was it long before 
the King was ſenſibly convinced of his Weakneſs: 
For the young King having imbibed ſome muti- 


nous Notions of Diſcontent from the Inſinuations 


of the French King, and being animated by his 
Advice and Aſſiſtance, began openly to 175 his 
Father. For an Aggravation to the old King's 
Misfortunes, Eleanor his en, enraged with 


Jealouſy, and not able to endure the Sight of ſo 


nany Concubines, * to which her Husband had 
given up himſelf; not only incenſeth her Son 
Henry to proceed in his Enterprize, but ſecretly 
rſu Richard and Geoffrey, two other of her 
ns, to join with him againſt their Father, en- 
couraging them to expect a more liberal Mainte- 
nance from their Brother, than their penurious 


Father did allow them. By theſe Inſtigations 


of repair into Normandy, and join themſelves 
with their Brother; who growing more inſolent 
by their Aſſiſtance, returned a haughty and im- 


3 Anſwer to a kind and loving Meſſage from 
is 


Father; diſdaining to lay down Arms, unleſs © 
he would firſt lay down his Authority, and re- 
fign the Kingdom. To ſhuffle Matters into the 
greater Perplexity, Lewis King of France be 
to form a League againſt King Henry ; and having 
called together the great Lords of his Kingdom, 


and inveigled William King of the Scots, Hugh 


Earl of Chefter, Roger Mowbray, Hugh Bigod, and 
other the Accomplices of his Son, they all joined 
in an Oath to aid and aſſiſt the young King with 


* Of which Fair Roſamond the Daughter and Heir of 
Hilttam Earl of Saliibury was the Favorite. thei ö 
7-1 why 
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their Whole Power, and thereupon in one Day 
they began their Artacks;, the French invading 
Normandy, Aquitain and Britain; and the Nin 
of Scots, Northumberland. The old King in a ſhort 
Time difincumbered bimfelf from thele Higen- 


* cies, and triumphed over all bis Enemies; but 


new Troubles, Hike Hydra's Heads, ſprung up 
every Day to arreſt his Tranquility; and he ha 
no ſooner made a Truce with his Sen Henry, but 
the DefeQion of his Son Richard, who had poſ- 
ſeſs d himſelf of a great Part of the Province of 
Poitou, obliged him to tranſport an Army thi- 
ther, and by the Influerice of it to reduce him 
to Obedience. But the Splendor of his Succels - 
was darkened with a ſenſible Misfortune : Henry 
his Darling, the Co-partner of his Empire, bug 
the Excreſcence of his Throne, ended his Com- 
petition with his Life, to the equal Content and. 
Sorrow of his Father. | 7 
Within a while Richard, his Heir apparent, 
revived his former Diſcontent, relapſed into the 
old Fit of Rebellion, and drew along with him 
his Brother John, with many more of his Fa- 
ther's Adherents and Followers, who all joine 
with Philip King of France (the Inheritor of his 
Father's Crown, and his Animoſity againſt Kin 
Henry.) He preſently formed an Army, and 
(left natural Affection ſhould prevail above cons 
ceived Injurics) with all Speed and Vigour laid 
Siege to the City of Mentz, in which King Her 
was then perſonally preſent, who apprehend» 
ing himſelf to be in great. Danger, * unwil- 
ling to fall into the Hands of ſuch Enemies, ſe- 
cretly withdrew out of the Town, and eſcaped. 
But the Town being taken (the Place of his Na- 
tivity, and in which he took great Delight) he 
became almoſt diſtracted with Grief and Paſſion, 
e D and 
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and in the Extremity of his Rage uttered this 
blaſphemous Expreſſion; I hall never bereafter 


love God any more, that bas ſuffered a City ſo dear 


to me, to be talen from me. Indeed this inconſider- 
able Loſs made a mortal Impreſſion on his Spi- 
rits, bereaving him of that Vigour and majeſtick 
Grace which accompanied him in all his Actions, 
ſo that he tamely condeſcended to ſeek a Peace at 


their Hands, to whom before he ſcorned to 


vouchſafe the Favour of any Conditions; but 
when he came to underſtand that his beloved Son 
John was in the Conſpiracy againſt him, he fell 


Into a Fit of Fainting, and died within four 


Days. $4 

King 22 was the Author and Inſtrument of 
his own Misfortunes: He came to the Crown in 
Peace and Quiet; but never enjoyed it in Con- 


tent or Satisfaction. He was an ungrateful Son, 


an indiſcreet Father, an unnatural Brot her, an un- 
Juſt Husband, a niggardly Maſter, a fick le Eriend, 
4 ſevere Enemy, a valiant King, but too penu- 
rious. 
His Actions were great and renowned, but ſmut- 
ted with the Tincture of notorious Vices. He 
dealt unjuſtly with the King of the Scots; and 
to his Cruelty extended to his Brother was added 
a manifeſt Perjury. | 
He made his Son a Rival in his Throne, and 
took many ſtrange Women to be Rivals in his 
Bed. As his Wite was divorced from her other 
Husband, ſo was his conjugal Love eſtranged 
from her. 
His Partiality to his Sons is too manifeſt, 
while he fondly gave to Henry a Share in his 


_ Crown, and ſubſtracted from his other Sons a 


competent Maintenance, Bur theſe contrary 
Cauſes produced the ſame Effect; his Indulgence 
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to one, and his Niggardlineſs to the reſt, pro- 
voked them all to be Rebels againſt him. | 

His Incontinency is ſo evident, that it ſuper- 
ſedes all the Miſpriſions of Jealouſy: His cloſe 
Amours with the Fair Roſamond were palpably 
detected by the induſtrious Curioſity of the 
Queen; but his inceſtuous Dalliagce with the 
Spouſe of his Son, has left an incredible Blot up- 


= on his Memory. 


His Carriage toward Thomas Becket, while a- 
s him brave, and magnanimous ; but his 
mean Submiſſion to a ſordid Penance at the 
Tomb of that ſaucy Prelate, diſcovers plainly 


that Saperſtition was predominant in him beyond 


a Senſe of true Religion. | 

Parſimony, which is commendable in Men of 
lower Ranks, was a Vice in him; by it he loſt 
the Love of his Children, and diſobliged his 
Subjects; while by Taxes, Confiſcations, Sei- 
zures on Biſhopricks and Abbies, and other ava- 
ritious Practices, he lived poorly, only that he 
might die rich. ; 


D2 THE 
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 EnwarD the Second, 


Son of Edward the Firſt, and ſucceeded his 
ather in the Kingdom of England. He was in 
his Perſon handſome; in his Converſation ac- 
ceptable ; in his Inclinations not extremely vicious ; 
continent beyond any of his Predeceſſors; 
not given to grind his 17 85 by hard Taxa- 
tions, or to enrich himſelf by their Impoveriſh- 
ment. He aſcended the Throne with univerfal 
Joy and Acclamations both of the Nobility and 
People; the Way to it was plain, and the Seat 
caſy. He had the Advantages of an extraordi- 
nary Education, the Example of an illuſtrious 
Father and a victorious King, an early Initiation 
in the Buſineſs of State, a happy Opportunity to 
underſtand the Art of Reigning, by commanding 
the Realm, and prefiding in Parliament, during 
his Father's Abſence. When he took the Reins 
of Government into his Hands, he was neither in 
his Nonage, nor Dotage ; the Kingdom ſtood in 
no Need of a Protector becauſe of his Minority, 
nor an Auminiſtrutor, becauſe he was ſuperannuated. 


He was juſt ripe for Rule, and all Circumſtances 
con- 


| F, % AR D of Carnaerven was the eldeſt 


ſear] „ 

4 debe make the e of his Reign. 

rolperous as W 123 51 tots, 

E Napier dag l theſe happy Preludiums, 
never was there a Prince more unfortunate; never 
was there a Life perplexed with more Diſaſtets, or 
a Death attended with ſharper Inſtances of Miſery 
and Horror: Being perſecuted. by his Supjecta, 
deſerted by his Queen, depoſed by the People, 


and inhumanly murdered by wretched Miſcreants. 


He began his Reign with a rude and irreligious 
Contempt ot his renowned Father's Will, and 
dying 2 which as it gave juſt Cauſe 
to the Subjects to ſuſpect his Veracity aud Con- 

ncy, ſo it appeared an ominous Preſage of his 

ture Calamities, and Deſertion by Heaven. 
or whereas his Father had expreſly charged him, 
never to recall Pierce Gaveſon from Baniſhment 
1 had been the Pandar to the young Prinec's 
gs, and the Debaucher of his Youth) he im- 
mediately ſcat for him Home, heaped Honours 
and Riches upon him, and grew —— 
fond of him. His Father ſettled his Quatre! 
with Scotland upon him by Entail, requiring him to 
carry his Bones about with him through that 
Kingdom, till he had ſubdued it: But fo lictle 
Veneration had he for thoſe glorious Relicks, 
that he neither took them with him in a military 
Proceſſion, nor regarded their quiet Sepulture ; 
but rather to affront, them, he entered into a 
Treaty for his own Nuptials, before he had ſo- 
lemnized the Funerals of bis Father. The old 
King had obliged him to ſend. his Heart to the 
Holy-Lang, with ſeven ſcore Knights — 
cute the Floly War, and. 32,000. Pounds, (. 
mighty Sum in thoſe Days,) which he had ga- 
thered tor that pious Uſe : He not only neglet᷑t- 
d his Father's DircRions, but in plain — 
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ſquandered it on that fame Gaveſfon, 
very Sight he was precluded by his dying Fa- 


| i 
and Deſpight to his Commands, he Prodigally 
ro 


m whoſe - 


ther. N | 

I ſhall not need to divide the Hiſtory of his 
Life into ſeveral Acts; I may recite it, as it was, 
in one Scene of Trouble Misfortune. The 
Revocation of Pierce Gaveſſon from perpetual Ex- 
ile, was very diſpleaſing to the People: His Ad- 
miſſion to the _ Honours and Favours about 
the Court, did ſmartly aggravate their juſt Re- 
ſentments ; but his Pride and Oftentation at the 


- Marriage of the King in France (where the four 


Kings and four . were ſeen in all their 
Pomp, beſides the King and his Bride, yet he was 
obſerved to excel them all in Bravery) had ſo 
ſenſible an Operation on the Lords of England, 
that when Edward and —— expected to be 
crown'd in the Preſence of many Princes and no-— 
ble Perſons, they boldly went to him, and brisk- 
iy told him how heinouſly he had tranſgreſſed his 
ather's Will in recalling Gavęſon, to which 
ſince they were Cautioners, they would ſee it per- 
formed; and unleſs he would remove Gaveffon 
from Court and Kingdom, they would not ſuffer 
his Coronation to proceed. King Edward, con- 
founded with this ſtinging Declaration, gave them 
Satisfaction, and ſolemnly ſwore to do what they 
deſired in the next Parliament, and ſo the Coro- 
nation proceeded : In the ſolemnizing whereof 


n 
the King again provoked the Lords to Diſeontene; | 


adding the Honour of carrying St. Edward's Crown 
before him, to the other Titles of Gaveſſon; which 
urged them to enter into Conſultation how to con- 
trive ſome plauſible Way to reſtrain the Violence 
of the King's Affection, which in a ſhort Time 
took Effect. For Gaveſton not content to _— 5 


\ 


the Kitig's Favour, and dictate his arbitrary Or- 
ders through the Kingdom, encroached on the 


Honour of the Nobility, and placed opprobrious 
Nick-Names upon divers. of them, who there- 


fore did not only envy him for his undeſerved 
Advancement, but mortally hated him for: his 
unſufferable Inſolency. It was not long before a 


Parliament met, who unanimouſly preſſed the 


King to apply a Remedy to their Grievances, in 
the Rear of which they urge the Baniſhment of 
Gaveſton - The King ſeeing no Safety in 


lation, conſents to their Demands, and the ſeve- 


ral Articles, (like thoſe of the Council of Tren, ) 
are enjoined under an Anathema, and Pain of 
Excommnnication: Hereupon Gave/ton- was ſent. 
into Ireland, but as the Chief Governor, not as 
an Exile; where after he had ſtaid a while, and 
acted Things much conducing to his Reputation; 
King Edward, not able to endure his Abſence, 
or indeed to live without him, remanded him 
Home, and married him to the Siſter of the Earl 
of Gloncefler. But Gaveſion was incorrigible, his 
Power exceeded all Limits, and his Expences all 
Poſſibility of Supply; the King's Revenue was 
waſted, the Queen's Maintenance retrenched, 
and all diverted to the accommodating the Luxury 
of the Favorite. 'The Lords began to ferment 
in a new Dijſcontentment, and repairing to the 
King, poſitively told him, if he did not imme 
diately remove Gaveſton out of the Court and 
Kingdom, they would riſe in Arms againſt him, 
as a perjured King. But he, aftcr he had ſtrug- 
gled a while between Love and Fear, condeſcend- 
cd to his perpetual Baniſhment, making his Re- 
turn a capital Offence, and ſo to be proceeded a- 
gainſt, if ever found in the Kingdom. Gaveſfon 
once more is diſpatched our of England, and 
3 goes 
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and the Intereſt' of the Duke of Glonrefter, 
| bewitched King received him with "Tranſports 


their General, ſent a Meſſage to the Ki 
Place to Place, ſecking a ſure Refug 
dear Favorite, refuſing to ſtay with the Queen, 


riouſly aſſaulted by the Confederate: Lords, Ga- 
ve ton thought it beſt to ſurrender himſelf, deſirs 


eee where finding no ſaſe Abode; 
paſſed into Flanders; and there meeting with 


no ſecure Shelter, he ſecretly returns to Enrland, 
relying on the immovable Favour: of the King; 


of Joy, and flipping out of the Sight of the 


Lords, and all other Obſervers, betook himſelf 


to Jork, carrying his beloved Son with him. 
The Lords hearing of it, make after him, and 
chi the great and potent Earl of Lantafter — 

4 — 
liver Gaveſſon into their Hands, or at leaft to 
ſend him peremptorily out of the Kingdom. But 
being abuſed by evil Counſel, and difregarding 
the Meſſage from the Lords, he —— 1 * 
6 10r his 


who with Tears begged his Company; arid-16d 
cd him in Scarborough Caſtle ; which being 18 


ing only the Favour to be allowed once to ſee 
the King's Face, and the King reciprocally ask- 
ed the ſame: Gaveſton was ſent under a Convoy 
toward Wallingford, but being intercepred by the 
Way, and forced from his Guard by the Earl of 
Warwick, after long Deliberation his Head was' 
{truck off at a Place called Black/ow: In the mean 
time the King of Scots taking notice in how un- 
ready a Poſture Affairs were in England, how the 
King remitted all Care of the Government to Ga. 
veſton, and that he gave himſelf up to Luxury and 
Licentiouſneſs, in a ſhort Time, and with little 
or no Oppoſition, reduced almoſt all Scotland to 
his Obedience; and eneouraged by that Succeſs, 
he entered England, burnt, and took ſeveraF 

C Towns, 
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Towns, and being cncounter'd with a ſplendid 
Army raiſed by King Edward, more reſembling | 
a Court than s Camp, and conſiſting of 100% 
Men; he with an Army hardly amoanting 
to thirty thouſand, utterly overthrew and de ſeat- 


ed them. This Misfortune was follow'd by the 
Loſs of almoſt all Ireland, and the treacherouns 


Rendition of Berwick ; which yet King Edward 
was in a fair, way to recover, had not the Earl of 
Lancaſter diſcover'd his immoderate Kindneſs to 
Hugh Spencer the younger, (whom he had fabſti- 
tured and embraced in the Room of Gaveſton) and 
thereupon withdrew his Forces from his Aſſiſt- 
ance. Theſe Croſſes were accompanied with the 
Loſs of Northamberland, whereot all the Towns 
were taken, or burat by the Scots, and an incre- 
dible Number of Priſoners and Cattle carried into 
Scotland ; King Edward in vain attempting to ſeek 

a Repriſal, and ar laſt being forced to paſs over all 
Hopes of Satisfaction, by the - Concluſion of a 
Truce. The unhappy King, poſtponing the At 
fections of his Subjects to the fond Love of a Dar- 
ling, advanced Hugh Spencer to the higheſt Pitch 
of Honour and Favour, and conimitted-all Affairs to 


bis ſole Adminiſtration. He, in perfect Imitation 


of his Predeceſſor,) ſeryilely complying with the 
King's Humours, and arrogantly p47 over 
the Lords. They, to remove this inſupportable 
Nuſance, continue in Arms, confederate together, 
and ſend a pcremptory Meſſage to the King, re- 
quiring the Confirmation and Execution of theArti- 
cles tormerly — , otherwiſe threatning to con- 
ſtrain him by Force of Arms; and accordivgly they 
aſſembled a mighty Body about Dunſtable, where 
the King then lay; but by the Interpoſition of the 
Prelates, an Accommodation was made, and all 
Things agreed to their mutual Satisfaction. Soon 

1 after 
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after a Parliament was call'd, wherein the King 
complain d that the Lords had taken up Arms, 


murdered Pierce Gaveſion, and done him many o- 


cher Affronts. They on the other Side, juſtify 
their Proceedings, as not undertaken againſt but 
for the Preſervarion of his Perſon, and the Pu- 
niſhment of the public Enemics of the Kingdom. 
But the Queen, with the Prelates and the Duke 
of Glouceſter, found an Expedient to qualify theſe 
Heats; the Lords became humble Suitors to the 
King for his Grace and Pardon, and he receives 


them kindly, as dutifol and loyal Subjects. But | 


this Reconcilement, not being founded in Since- 
rity, was but of a ſhort Duration: The two Spen- 
cers, Father and Son, became intolerable in their 
Covetouſneſs, Oppreſſion, and arbitrary Diſpoſal of 
all Affairs; wherefore the Earl of Lancafter, with 
divers other Lords, entred into a ne- Confedera- 
cy, binding themſelves by Oath, to live and die 
together, in the Maintenance of the Rights of 
the Kingdom, and to procure the Expulſion of the 
two Spencers. In Purſuance hereof, they gather a 
great Army, march to London, and inſiſt ſtoutly on 
their former Demands; to which once more the 
King is induced to condeſcend, by the Mediation 
of the Queen and the Prelates ; and by publick 
Proclamation the Spencers are baniſhed. But in a 
ſhort Time after, the Edict was revoked, they re- 
call'd, and reſtored to their former Place and Au- 
thority. The Wind began now to change, and 
by a ſtrange Capricio of Fortune, the King 
got the Aſcendant over the mutinous Lords, con- 
uered them in Battle, flew many of them in the 
Field, and put many to Death by the Sword of 
Jaſtice ; but ſo ſoon as the Heat of Revenge was 
a little qualify'd, repented of his Procecding. | 


Hitherto 
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Hicherto the miſerable King received only 
flight Wounds in the extreme Parts of his Body; 


no he received a Stab at the Heart. The Queen, 


enraged to fee her Hugband's Love diverted | 
upſtart Favourites, and diſdaining to be 4 5 | 
ſioner to their Pleaſure, found a plantible Excuſe 

to repair into France; where, to be revenged on her 
Husband for his Neglect of her, the continued in 
too ſeandalous a Familiarity with the Lord Mor- 
timer x. The King being advertiſed of it, com- 
manded her to return, and ſhe delaying. to come, 
he proclaimed her, and the Prince, (Who Was at 
that Time alſo in France) Enemies to the King» 
dom, baniſh'd them and their Adherents, and 
ſtrongly guarded. the Seas with three Fleets, 
to intercept their Paſſage. The Queen, by the 


Help of foreign Friends, got togethet a conſide- 


rable Army, and landed near Harwich, and was 
preſently reinforced by the Conjunction of the 


Earl Marſhal, the E. of Lancaſter, E. of Leiceſter, 


and many other Lords and Bps. The K. was aſto- 


* Roger Lord. Mortimer, was made Earl of March in the 
a ow held at Salisbury, in 4uguſfp, 1328. A. R. EA. 
III. Secundo. | JA | 
He was hatig'd at the common Gallows, at the Elms, (now 


call'd burn) on the 29th of Nov: 1330, after K. El. III, had 


been in France to do Homage, where his Body remained two 
Days, as an opprobious Spectacle for all 88 
He was accuſed, to have procured the late King's Death; 
to have been a Means of thee t Eſcape at Sranbope Park, for 
which hie had a Bribe of 20,460 Pounds; to have procured 
the late. Marriage and Peace with Scotland, which was ſo diſho- 
nourable to the King and Kingdom; to have conſumed the 
King's Treaſure, belides all that was taken from the two 8 
cers; to have been too familiar with the Queen, &. And for 
theſe heinous Offences, he was condemned of High- Treaſon, 
_ — as 2 
e Queen (the King's Mother) was commonly reported to 
have — a. Child 5 him, h ths 
a niſh'd 


1 
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appo 
Hides . in the Abby of Nethe ; where within 


(from whom his Enemies thought he had too kind 
age) and — 79 — from Place to Place, and 


[288] 


| Diſl'd at the News, being utterly irreſolute what 
Courſe to take: He had wo Counſellors about him, but 
the Spencers; London was not to be truſted; bis Army 
was wavering, the People from all Counties flocking in 


to the Oneen. In this Perplexity, he ſecretly 


withdraws from the Court, attended by the two 
 Fpencers, and a very few Cy 


ing diſ- 


and 
inted of his Retreat to the Iſle of Lundy, he 


a ſhort Time he was taken, his Followers all ap- 


prehended, and the two Spencers publickly and 
ignominiouſly executed, and himſelf committed 
to the Cuſtody of the Earl of Leiceffer. After 
_ Chriſtmas a Parliament was call'd, wherein it was 
reſolved to depoſe the King, and ſet up his Son 


who refuſing to take the Crown, unleſs his Fa- 


ther would freely reſign it ; the poor King as 


tamely ſurrender*d the Scepter, as he had before 
unworthily wielded it, and having formally re- 


nounced and abdicated the Government, and the 


Speaker of the Parliament renounced. all the Al- 
legiance to him, in the Name of the whole King- 
dom, he was taken from the Earl of Leiceſter, 


wearied with all Manner of Severity and Indig- 
nity, waſted by ſtarving, tormented by noiſome 


Stinks, and attempted by Poiſon, he was at laſt 


barbarouſly and inhumanly ſtifled to Death be- 
tween two Pillows. The Murder being dif- 

avow'd by the 3 the Executioners of it fled, 

and died miſerably. 


_ [29] 
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LIFE and REIGN 


RIcHARD the Second. 


F Magnanimity, Valour, Piety, Gentleneſs, 
1 Liberty, and other heroic and princely Qua- 
lities, were communicable by Generation; if 
Virtue could be entailed; if the Gifts of the 
Mind deſcended by Inheritance, or were de- 
miſable by Will, or inſeparably annexed to the 
Body; no Man could ever have a juſter Pretenſion 
to Glory and Fame, than Richard theSecond, the 
only Son of that incomparable Hero, Eduard 
tbe Black Prince, and Grandſon of that moſt il- 
luftrious and victorious Edward the Third. But 
Children do not always reſemble the Features of 
the Father, to the great Shame and Scandal ot 
the Mother: Wit and Vigor are ſeated in the 
— ; and Children are not begotten by the 

cad. 2 is a8 51 

Richard was a Child at the Death of his Fa- 
ther; and never acted like a Man, during his 
own Life. A Crown was too heavy a Load for 
his tender Brows, and the Reflection of its 
Brightneſs dazled his Eyes, 

The Tranſactions of State, during his Minori- 


ty, are not to be the Subject of my Recital, 
| n ſince 


-.< 


ces as are accounted by Hiſtorians, during his 


[30] 


ſince the Event of all Affairs that were proſperons, 


is to be imputed to the Conduct of his Guardians; 
and where any Accidents interrupted his Proſpe- 
rity, It _ not to be attributed to his Misfor- 
tune. I ſhall therefore paſs over fuch Occurren- 


Pipillage z and begin my Remarks at that Pe- 
riod when he aſſumed the regal Government. 

And firſt he depoſed. the Lord Scroop from his 
Chancellorſhip, becauſe he refuſed to ſeal ſome 
extravagant Grants made by the King; and re- 
cciving the Scal from his Hands, he kept it for 


a certain Time, and with it ſealed ſuch Grants 


and Writings as he thought fit, at his own abſo- 
Inte Will and Pleaſure. ima T Ne I 
His Army ſent againſt France, commanded by 
the Biſhop of Norwich, was not very profperous; 
bat laying Siege to Ipres, as they paſt through 


Flanders, were forced by the Power of a Freach 
Army coming to their Relief, to raiſe the Siege, 
and retreat. And though the Biſhop adviſed the 


King to lay hold on that Opportunity to try the 
Fortune of a Battle with the. French, and he pre- 
tended over Night to be in mighty Haſte and Ea- 
gerneſs to engage in that Enterpriſe, yet in the 
Morning the Humour was off, and conſulting his 


own Eaſe and Safety, he 2 the 3 of 
oyment; Who 1pin» 


£2:1ca/er to go on that Emp 
ning out the Time with dilatory Preparations, 
till the Biſhop was returned, the Project was 
diſappointed, the Undertaking came to nothing, 
and the Diſpute was ended in a ſhort-lived 
Truce. OO © | 19 U 

Neither did the Expedition into Scotland, tend 
to the Honour of the King, or Advantage of the 
Kingdom: For the Scots having made Incurſions 


into England, taken, and burat divers Towns up- 
| on 
4 


4 


WE > 
on the Borders, and enriched themſelves by a 
general Depradation of the Country, the Dake 


- 


of Lancofter with the Earl of Buckiny ham was diſ- 
atched with a mighty Army to redreſs them: 
ar having entered Scotland, and not being able, 


by any Art, or Stratagem, to provoke the Scots to | 


Battle, they returned without obtaining any fur- 
cher Satisfaction, chan a ſuitable: Revenge in 
burning and deſtroying many Towns there. And 
though a Trace was made with the Scots, yet 
without any Regard to the Stipulation, they a- 
gain entered the Borders, and took Berwick. © 
But now the unfortunate King began ro form 
Plots againſt his own Honour and Quiet; for be- 
inginecnſcd againſt the Duke pt Lancafter (whe- 
ther upon real, or upon imaginary Provocatians) 
a Deſign was laid to have that great Man arreſt- 
ed, and arraigned of Treaſon before Sir Nobert 
Tre/;lion, Chief Juſtice, (though by the Lawof the 
Land his Trial ought to have been by his Perrs;) 
and it is eaſy to imagine what would have been the 
Iſſue of ſuch irregular Proceedings: But the 
Duke having timely Intimation of the Miſe 
chief and Contrivance againſt him; witharew him- 
ſelf opportunely to his Caſtle of Pomfret, where 
he ſtood his Guard, till by the laborious 
Travel ane powerful Interceſſion of the King's 
Mother (tho* by reaſon of her Corpulency the 
was moſt unfit for ſuch an Employment) the King 
Was pacified, and reconciled to the Duke. * 

The Scots ſtill meditating Revenge, and the 
French King ſtill ready to foment the Quarrel, 
prepared for a treſh Invaſion of England ; and re- 
ceiving auxiliary Aids of great Number and 
Strength from the French, once more entered the 
Eugliſb Borders. King Richard receiving Adver- 
tiſement of it, wich great Speed raiſed a mighty 


* | Army, 


132 1 
Army, and marching in Perſon. at the Head of 
them, entered Scotland, burnt Edinburg, proceed 
ing without Controul; but could by no Means 
draw the Scots to a Battle. They, in the mean 
Time, to divert the King's Progreſs, made a De- 
ſcent into Cumberland, and beſieged Carliſis; to 
the Relief of which the King approaching with 
ſo formidable an Army, obliged the Scots to re- 
treat into their own Country, and upon their Re- 
ceſs the King returned into England, bringi 
with him neither Honour nor Advantage by 15 
fruitleſs an Expedition. e 
" After theſe Things, (and ſome other Paſſages 
not ſo directly appertaining to the Hiſtory of his 
Life,) King Richard began to haſten his own Deſ- 
tiny, and by imprudent Actions, pernicious 
Counſels, and an arbitrary Aſſertion of his indiſpu- 
table Prerozative, to kindle thoſe Flames of Mu- 
tiny and Diſcontent, which never were ex- 
tinguiſhed, but at the Expence of his own Blood, 
and the Loſs of his Crown. Robert Vere Earl of 
4 Oxford and Marquiſs of Dublin was his Darl- 
3 ing, and Michael de la Pool was his Favorite: 
J The firſt, a Gentleman of commendable good 
1 Parts, he created Duke of Ireland, (though 
3 he himſelf was but Lord of it;) the other, a 
Man of mean Extraction, he made Earl of 
Suffolk, and Chancellor of England; both v 
obnoxious, and not accompliſhed with ſach 
Merits, as might advance them in Titles or Oſ- 
fices beyond the antient Nobility, without Envy 
or Obloquy. Theſe wicked Counſellors ſet a falſe 
I Glaſs before the ſhort- ſighted King, and abuſed 
4 him with crroncous Repreſentations of his own 
| Sufficiency, abſolute Authority, and uncontroulable 
Power: Inſomuch that a Parliament being call- 
; ed, the King began ſharply to cxpoſtulate ** | 
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[33] 
the Lords; and by an undecent Con 
the Freedom of their Tenures, to challenge 
himſelf an unqueſtionable Liberty. This gy 
ty Carriage of the King, exaſperated the Par 
ment, and fermented them to ſuch a Degree of 
Diſſatisfaction, that inſtead of conſenting to grant 
him a Subſidy toward his Wars, they fell foul 
upon the New Chancellor, and never gave him o 
ver, till they obtained a ſevere Judgment 7 572 
him to the For citure of his Life, and the Confi/- 
cation of his Eſtate. The adverſe Party were 
highly nettled at theſe Proceedings, and being 
on by Revenge and Malice, they combin- 
ed in a horrid Delign to murder the Duke of 
Gloucefter, and ſuch other Lords as croſſed the 
King in his extravagant Courſes; which flagi- 
tious Plot was to be perpetrated upon an In- 
vitation of them to a Supper in Landen. Sir Mi- 
cholas Brember the former Lord Mayor was a 
Prime Inſtrument in this Enterprize 3 but the 
— imparting this Matter to Richard Exton the 
reſent Lord Mayor, and endeavouring to make 
im an Accomplice in the Action, he would by 
no Perſwaſions be induced to conſent to fo vile an 
Attempt, and thercupon they deſiſted from the 
further Proſecution of it. Notwithſtanding 
this, and many other untoward Pallages, a 
Subſidy was granted to the King under cer» 
tain Limitations ; but the Parliament were ſo diſ- 
guſted, becauſe the King had refpited the Exc- 
cution of the 7Zudzment againſt the Chancellor, 
that they poſitively declared, unleſs the Chan- 
cellor were removed, they would proceed no 
further in a Parliamentary Courſe. The King 
hereupon grew cholerick, and plainly told 
them, he would rather apply himſelf to the French 
King for Aſſiſtance, than ſubmit to his Subjects: 
Yer upon good Reaſons _ by the Lords, a 
e | great 


iſon with 


341 


, = Change was made in the Miniſters of 
t 


ate, and particularly the Chancellor was remov= 
ed: And ſo deſirous were the Lords and Com- 
mons to have the Duke of Ireland excluded from 
the King's Preſence, that they were content he 


ſhould receive 30, 00 Marks, on Condition he 
would tranſport himſelf into Ireland. But no 


ſooner was the Parliament diſſolved, but the 


King recanted all his Condeſcenſions, revoked 


all Orders againſt the Chancellor, the Duke of 
Ireland, and the reſt, and received them into 


higher Favour than they were in before. And 


though the Earls of Arundel and Nottingham per- 
formed a noble Exploit, hardly to be e 

in Hiſtory, yet cheir Service was diſregarded, 
and their Perſons ſlighted, becauſe the Duke of 
Ireland gave them no Countenance : By whoſe 
Contrivance a new-Plot was laid to deſtroy the 
Duke of Gloucefter; and the eaſy King, ſurround- 
ed with Paraſites and corrupt Judges, ſuffered 
them to purſue their extravagant Practices, and 
2000 Perſons were at once indifed be fore Sir R- 
bert Treſilian the Chief Fi ice, He then propound- 
ed certain Queries to Robert Belknap Lord Chief 
Juſtice, and other Judges, which they ſoon reſolv- 


ed, in Defiance of the Law, and the Privileges of 


Parliament. And notwithſtanding he ſtood in 
ſuch ill Terms with his People, yet a Way was 
found to pack Furies in London, and Indifments 
were found of many. Crimes againſt ſome of the 
Lords: Whom having a Deſign to perſecute, he 
ſammoned the Judges, Juſtices, and Sheriffs of 
the Kingdom, that he might be informed, 
what Power of Men they could aſſure him of, 
to ſerve him againſt the Lords : And intending 
thy to call a Parliament, he tampered with them 
to have no Knight or Burgeſs choſen, but ſuch as the 


« King 


„ 


„ 

King and his Counci} ſhould name. But finding 
by the Anſwer of the Sheriffs, that they — 14 
not raiſe any Forces upon ſuch a Pretence, nor 


infringe the ancient Liberty in Elections to Parlia- 


ment; the King and the Duke of - Ireland ſent in- 
to all Parts to raiſe Men in this Quarret againſt 
the Lords, confulting on ſome Devices how to 
entrap them. The Duke of -Glourefter being ad- 
vertiſed of this, had a ſecret Conference with 
the reſt; and aſſembling a numerous Body of 
Men, ſtood upon their Guard, and ſent Commiſ- 


ſioners to the King, requiring ſuch Traitors and 


Seducers as were about his Perſon, to be deliver- 
ed up to them. The King was adviſed by. the 
Duke of Ireland, the Earl of Suffolk, and others 
about him, to offer Calais to the French King, to 
procure his Aſſiſtance againſt the Lords; and 
withal ſent to the Mayor of London, requiring to 
make an Eſtimate of how many able Men might 
be raiſed in the City; who making Trial of what 
could be done on fuch Occaſion, received this 
Anſwer from the People; That they wonld never 


fight againſt the Kings Friends, and Defenders of 


the Realm. In the mean time the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland interpoſed with his Advice, and 
perſuaded the King to ſend for the Lords under 
ſafe Conduct, and friendly to expoſtulate with 
them: To which the Lords conſented, upon Oath 
iven by the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 'the 
rd Chancellor, thatno Fraud, orevil Practice, 
ſhould be uſed againſt them: But being ready 
to come according to Appointment, they receiv- 
ed an Intimation of an Ambuſh laid to entrap 
them, and ſo deſiſted. If the King was privy 
to this Plot, he was guilty of an Action moſt 
unworthy of a Prince: But the Conſpirators 
were certainly known, yet not called ro Account 
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for it. | After wy +5 ant more ſecute Conduct 
from the King, the preſented themſelyes 
before him; and after ſome cholerick Comteſt, a Re- 
conciliation was made; and it was coneluded, that 
all Matters ſhould be beard: and regulated in a 
Parliament, ſpeedily to be calbd. Hereupon, the 
Favourite - Lords were highly diſſatisfy d, and 
plainly told the King, they would not hazard 
their A at ſuch a Meeting; and fo the 
Duke of Ireland, and the reſt of that Faction, withe 


drew from Court, and abſoonded. But the King, 


not able to brook their Abſence, ordered an Army 
to be rais'd for the Safeguard of the Duke of Ire- 


land, and to re- conduct him to his Preſence ; who 


being encounter d on the Way by the Earl of Derby, 
he fled, and eſcaped by leaping into a River 3 but 
after two or three Years dy'd miſcrably in a for 


reign Country. 


Aad now the Lords having got Matter enough 
agamſt the King, at leaſt to juſtify their taking 
—_— march'd directly to London with 40,000 

; and ſome of them going to the King in the 
Tower, they ſhew'd him the very Letter, which he 
bad writ to the Duke of Ireland, to levy an Army 


for their Deſtruction; as alſo the Letters writ to ” | 
bim by the French King, importing a fate Conduct 


for him to come into France, there to do Acts 


tending to his own Diſhonour, and the Prejudice 


of the Kingdom; which being done, they civilly 
retreated, upon the King's Promiſe ta come next Day ta 
Weſtminſter, to concert all Matters; but ihe fickle 
King alter'd his Mind, before he went to Bed, and 
diſcover'd his Purpoſe to avoid the Meeting next 
Day. The Lords being advertis'd of this, ſent 
peremptory Meſſage to bim, that if he did 
come according to his Promiſc, they would ch 
another King, that ſhould hearken to the For 


Counſel of his Lords. The King; ſenfibly toueh'd 
with this ſharp Meſſage, gave them a Meeting: 
4nd they poſitively inſiſting, that the Traitors ſo | 
often complain d of, ſhould be removed from tho 
Court; heat laſt, with much Re luctancy, conſent» 
ed to their Deſires, and ſo the whole Neſt of Vi- 
was diſſipated 3: ſome expell'd the Court, 
Fang bound by good, Sureties t appear and ans 
ſwer, and ſome committed to Priſon. When the 
Parliament met, they proceeded toundly; the 
corrupt Judges were arreſted in their Seats of Judi 
catre, 1 to the N all acting con» 
trary to reement made in preceding 
Parliament; > Dake of Ireland, and the Reſt 
. of that Crew, cited to appear and anſwer to cer- 
tain Articles of High Treaſon, and for 
>, ern baniſlyd, and their Lands and Goods 
iſed to the King's Uſe : Sir Robert Trefolian was 
bang'd, Sir Nicholas Brember beheaded, ſeveral 
others executed, and the Judges condemned to 
die, and the King obliged by Oath to ſtand to 
ſuch Order as the Lords ſhould ſer down. Some 
Years aſter, upon a Riot committed in Lendom, 
the King ſeiſed on their Liberties, and took away 
their Charter, which could not be reſtored till 
they paid a Fine of 10,0004, . 
I intend a compendious Abſtract, and not a com- 
eat Hiſtory : Therefore, I ſtudiouſſy omit the 
ital of many Tranſactions and Occurrences, , | 


. 


co- incident with this Re lation; as not having a 
ditect and principal Concernment in the Eſtate 
and Life of King Richard. Unſtable Fortune had 
the Aſcendant over all the Affairs of the poor 
King; and the Courſe of his Reign was embroil- 
ed with a ſtrange Viciſſuude of proſperous and ad- 

verſe Accidents. The Duke of Ghonute 


ther Lords, entring into a Combination to 
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pon the King, the Plot was detected, and their 


Lives taken away for the Aſſurance of his Safety. 


A Parliament was call'd, wholly conformable to 
_ the King's Will; they that oppoſed him were ba- 


niſh'd, confiſcated, and executed; and the whole 


Power of it devolved on a certain ſelect Number 


of Commiſſioners, to the great Prejudice of the 
State, and a dangerous Example to future Times: 


A Pardon was granted to all the Subjects, except 


Fifty, whoſe Names not being expreſſed, he kept 
the Nobility under an Awe, that if any of them 


_ offended him, they might come under the Notion 


of exempted Perſons ; and thus the King ſeem'd 
ſecure againſt all Miſchances. „ 4 
But an unforeſeen Accident, grounded ona very 
flight Occafion, produced an exttaordinary Revo- 
lution, by which the whole Frame of Government 
was ynhinged ; and that Cloud, which at firſt appear d 
but of the Bigneſs of a Hand, ſoon overſpread the Sky, 


and diſſolved in a tempeſtuous Shower of Blood. 


The D. of Hereford was baniſh'd the Kingdom for 
fix Years, and ſeveral Perſons of Note — Quality, 
either by voluntary withdrawing, or a compulſory 
Exile, went beyond the Seas. The Duke within 
a ſhort Time was advertis'd, that his Father was 
dead, (and thereby he became Duke of Lancaſter) 

and that King Richard had ſeiſed into his Hands, 
all the Eſtate deſcended to him by his Father's - 
Death. And meeting often with the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, then in Exile, and mutually la- 
menting the deplorable Condition oſ England, the 
enormous Actions of the King, and the Impoſhbi- 
lity of ever reclaiming him; they began to enter 
into Conſultation, by what Means beſt to get him 
removed; and in the very Nick, Sollicitations 
came from ſeveral Parts of England to urge the 


Duke to haſten over, and to take the Government 
6; | upon 


[39] 
n him, promiſing all ready 4fifance to tar 
Work. The Duke eſentl gal p'd the Oppor- 
tunity, and without further Deliberation, preparect 
for his Return; and with a very few Lords and 
Gentlemen, and about 60 private Perſons, pre- 
ſently put to Sea, and landed in Yorkſhire; which 
was no ſooner known, but ſeveral Lords, and great 
Numbers of the Gentry and Common Sort, ock in 
to him. And tho? he was invited to come and 
take the Government upon him, yet he pretended 
no other Cauſe, but to take Poſſeſſion of the In- 
heritance deſcended from his Father, and moſt 
unjuſtly ſeiſed and detain d by King Richard. His 
Forces increaſed daily, and a mighty Army was 
together, and all the King's Caſtles forthwith 5 oo - 
rendered to him ; many of the Ning“ 1 were 
arreſted, and ſome put to Death. All this while 
King Richard was in Ireland, and for fix Wecks 
(by reaſon of contrary Winds) had no Notice of 
the Duke's landing: After which Time, waſting. 
many Days in dilatory Preparation, he landed in 
Wales ; but hearing that all the Caſtles, from the 
Borders of Scotland and Brifoot, were delivered up 
to the Duke of Lancaſter; that the greateſt Part 
of the Nobility and Commons were joined with him, 
and his principal Counſellors taken and executed; 
he fell into abſolute Deſpair, diſmiſſed his Arny, 
bidding every one to ſhift for himſelf, and the 
next Night ſtole away, and got to the Caſtle of | 
Conway. The Duke proceeded on his March, and 
every Day ſome Lords and Gentlemen of Account 
came in to him; and having profferred Conditions 
to the King, with which he ſeemed to be content, 
he agreed to meet the Duke; but upon his Jour- 
ney was ſeis' d by an Ambuſh laid for him, and 
carried to Flint Caſtle. Thither the Duke came, 
and carry'd the King with him by caſy Journies to 
F London, 
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| London, and the ne 
Pteſentiy a Parliament was called by the Duke, 
but in the Name of King 


making it his N that the Duke of Lancaſter 
might be his Succeſſor, and in Token thereof, tak- 


the Parliament, they approved of it, 


being carried to Leeds, and from thence to Pom- 
fret, ſoon after a Period was put to his Life and 
Miſeries together, in the 33d Year of his Age. 


[4] 


xt Day him in the u 


Richard, and many hei- 
nous Crimes laid to bis Charge, ingroſs d and ſumm'd 
up in three and thirty Articles; for which the 


| Parliament adjudg'd him to be depoſed from all 
.Kingly Honours, and Prince 


Government : 
Whereupon the King, by a formal Inſtrument, made 
a ſolemn Reſignation of his Crown and Authority 


ing the Signet from his Finger and putting it up- 


on that of the Duke's : Which being Jay aber: to 

appoint- 
ed the Sentence of his Depoſition to be publickly 
proclaimed. We have followed this moſt unfor- 
tunate Prince to the laſt Scene of his Life; but 
the Manner of his Death, is ſo variouſly reported, 


that it is hard to pitch upon that Author, on whoſe 
Credit we may ſafely rely. It is moſt certain, 


that he did not long ſurvive his Reſignation ; but 


If he did not imitate his Father, yet he feſem- 
bled his Mother, and was the goodlicſt Perſon 
alive. His Diſpoſition was good, but corrupted by 


Education; his Inclinations prompted him to Vir- 


tue, but were perverted by Flatterers and Evil 
Counſellors, Crafty Men made Advantage of his 
Credulity; and he was ruined by too ftrict a Cu. 


fancy. If he had not been deficient to himſelf, 


his Oppoſer had not fo eaſily prevaild : His Timi- 
dity appeared in not fighting for his Crown; his 
Moderation in the Surrender of it ; and his Courage 
in ſurviving the Loſs. | 


: THE 


LIFE and REIGN 


CHarrtus the Second. 


| ped in = giffleult Task, divided 
berween Truth and Reſpect; being to deſcribe 
the Life of a Ptitice, who (cotitrary to the Cuftotn 
of the World) was better fpoken of while be lle, 
than he has been farce bis Daith. His Fame had 
ſuffer d a great Diminution, by ſucctedihg ſo ad- 
mirable a Father ; Had it not recovefd by the 
Proſpect of ſuch a Brother, who was to be his Suc- 
cefſor. If in the Lives of fotmer Ki wy 
Miſtake was comtnitted, the Records and aticie 
Writers muſt vouch tlie Relarion, and the preferir 
Age catinot confute it: Bur to give an Account of 
a Life fo lately ended, requires an Etactnefs be- 
yond my Reach, wherein the leaſt Trip over- 
throws the Credit of the Reporter. To enume- 
rate the Virtues of a Prince, without taking No- 
tice of his Failings, is but to flatter his Me 
and deceive Poſterity; to reckon up his Vices, 
without intermingling the Mention of his lauda» 
ble Actions, is but to ſully his Fame, and dedace 
no Benefit to the Curioſity of Obſervers, I re- 
ſolve to tread lightly on his Grave, and not prefs 
too hard upon the Heels of Truth. I may port 
ſue my Topic, in renouncing the Inſtances which 
a+ G juſtly 
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juſtly denominate him unſortunate, and note the 
n & of his Government, without Reflection on 
his Perſon. | | 
That he was of extraordinary Parts, that he had 
a quick mercurial Wit, a great Inſight into the 
Liberal Sciences, and even the Mechanical Arts, 
no Man will deny: He had a piercing, if not a 
ſolid Judgment; his Intellect was comprehenſive, 
if not profound. | | 
His Lenity and Clemency were very conſpicu- 
ous, and recommended him to the Love and Praiſe 
of the Spectators; yet it ſo fell out, that ſuch 
egregious Acts of Severity and Injuſtice were ex- 
erciſed upon all Sorts of Men, as will puzzle Po- 
ſterity to comprehend the Meaning. 
In his Time, no Man had the Neaſon to ſet a 
Value on himſelf for any Promotion, nor no Man 
had cauſe to deſpair of a Preferment: The Cards 
were daily ſhuffled, and unexpected Chance turn'd 
up the Trump. | I & | 
_ all Occaſions he profeſs'd a great Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Religion, yet every Day that 
Profeſſion loft Ground. Tone was not allow'd, 
yet it hover'd among us: The 


rogs did not co- 
ver the Land, yet the Jeſuitical Vermin ſwarm'd 
in every Corner: Tho the Papiſts were not ſhel- 
ter'd by a legal Indemnity, yet they grew nume- 
rous and whe: 41k upon the Expectation of an ap- 
proaching Jubilee. | 

His Brother and Succeſſor had a mighty Aſcen- 
dant over his Genius, catching at all Opportunities 
to gratify his Ambition, and propagate the Faich'; 
while the other indulged himſelf in Pleaſure, an 
avoided the Fatigue of Government, 

There are ſo many living Monuments of his 
Tncontinency, that if I forbear to mention it, I ſhall 
render the 'Truth and Impartiality of my other 
Remarks ſuſpected. It is uſual with Kings and 
©  *. - TR 
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ment to manage a ſecret Intrigue. His Liberality 
was ſo extraordinary, that he ſpared not to give a 
Thouſand Years Purchaſe for a Moment's Fruition. 


He loſt the Love of his Friends, by too fond a Love 
of his Brother; and by too ſtiff a Refuſal to conſent  . 
to his Excluſion, he endanger'd the Intereſt of his 


Family, and gave a Shock to Monarchy itſelf. 


The firſt and greateſt Misfortune that befcl- 


Charles the Second was, the cruel and ignominious 


Death of his Father, that incomparable Charles 


the Firſt, ſentenced to die, and publickly executed 
before his own Palace, by a Junto of flagitious Men, 


arbled out of a Parliament by the Uſurper. From 
Father's Martyrdom to his own Reſtauration, 
was one continued Scene of Miſery and Sorrow. . 


In the Year 1648 Charles the Firſt was deprived 


of Life by his Evil Subje#s, his Friends looking 


on, and not able to prevent it: In the Year 
1660, Charles the Second was brought to the 
Throne by his good Subje#s, his Enemies looking 
on, and not able to hinder it: The one an inhu- 
man Action, and unparallel'd ; the other, whol- 
ly ſurpriſing and miraculous : In the one, no 
Blood wy that of the King himſelf ; in the o- 
ther not one Drop of Blood drawn, even of the 
meaneſt SubjeF. | 5 
Charles the Second was then beyond the Seas, 
and ſucceeded immediately to the Right of three 
Kingdoms, but did not actually poſſeſs them for 
many Years. And now behold a King truly an- 
fortunate / His Father barbarouſly deftroy'd, and 
he in no Capacity to call to account the bloody 
Actors of that Tragedy; three potent Kingdoms 
uſurped by Violence, and by Force detain'd from 


him, and he not able to put in a Claim for his 


Right, or cortend for the Recovery; His Ene- 
* G2 mies 
2? , 


Princes to proſecute prohibited Amours ; but ſogreat | 
was his Generoſity, that he thought it a Diſparage- 


[ 44] 3 
mies inſulting in 4 e his Title, 
and ahog a glarions chy into an, 
 Anarchical ICS BE His Friendah ” 
impriſon'd, plunder'd, ſequeſtred, execute 


Man daring $9 w- his Al 
contribute Advice or Aid tow 


ng. 


ard his Reſtoration : 


Prince's Court to another, to ſeck for Shelter and 
Subſiſtence; while the ſubtle Machinations , of 
the 8 did not more ſenſibly aggravate and 
advance his Uphappineſs, than the 1mpraſperons 
Attempts of his loyal Subjects to compels his 
Reſtitution. In Scoland, the heroick Acts of the 
moſt reno wn d Marquiſs of Montroſs, (who with 


an inconſiderable Handful of Men trayerſed: the 


Kingdom, and performed ſuch Exploits as may 
juſtly denpminate his Hiſtory the oral fg Rom 
mance) only ended in his Deſtruction; while he 
became a Sacrifice to his Enemies implacable Ma- 
lice, and a glorious Martyr for. 0 but with 
an irreparable Detriment to his Maſte 6 
In Ireland, the moſt Noble Duke (then Marquis] 
of Ormand, was fo ſucceſsful in his Undertakin 
that he had reduced the whole Kingdom to 
Obedience of the Flog, eff Dublin, and, Lonr 
donderry; to the firſt of which having laid a 
cloſe Siege, and beleagured it with a ** Camp, 
he was diſarray'd by a fatal Sally from the Town, 


his Army totally routed, and himſelf obliged to a 


haſty and hazardous Eſcape ; which Diſaſter was 
follow'd by the Rendition of Drogheda, and ma- 


ny other confiderable Towns; and after a faint. 
Reſiſtance the whole Kingdom was ſubjected ta 


the triumpbant Conqueror, and the Intereſt of, the 
King wholly exterminated. England was ſo ma- 
nacled with the Chains of an armed Power, that 
they could not budge ; the Royal Party, then 
call'd rhe Cavaliers, were debarr'd the Liberty 

| | | "EE 
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Himſelf 3 deſerted Exile, wandring from. one 


r's Cauſe. | 
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of meeting at Home, or ſtirring Abroad ; their 
Pcrſons were, diſarm'd, their Houſes ranſack d, 
and their Eſtates brought into the unmerciſul in- 
quilitian at Galdſmith's Hall. In ſome Corners of 
the Land, ſmall Parties ſtarted up now and then, 
to ſhew their Loyalty, and maniteſt their Allegi- 
ance ; and the King was received into the Iſland 
of Jerſey; but by a Fleet ſent thither by the uſurp- 
ing Power, ſoon compell'd to forfake it; ſo that 
theſe, weak Strugglings, like the laſt Efforts of 
Nature, tended only to diminiſh the Number of 
the r Friends, and to heighten his Infelicity, 
la the Year 16 50, the King was invited into Scor- 
and, landed there ſafely, received with all tho 
Demonſtrations of Mad Satisfaction, and ſo- 
lemnly proclai ing. But to diſturb his 
Tranquility, and interrupt the calm Fruition of 
bis new, acquired Sovereignty ; . Cromwell (that 
victorious Rebel, who in the Space of one Year, 
had reduced almoſt all the Garriſons in Ireland, 
and, Cæſar- like, made a compleat Conqueſt of that 
Kingdom, only by walking thro” it) is diſpatch'd 
into Scotland, Who in July, centred that Country 
with an Army of 16,009 Mea effective; the Scots 
were not idle on their Side, but torm'd an Army 
conliſting of fix thauſand Horſe and Dragoons, 
and 1 5,600 Foot; a Party of whom attempting 
to beat up the Enemies Quarters about Mu/ieburgh, 
ſurpriſed the Out- guards, and routed the firſt Re- 
giment that oppoſed them; but were fo warmly 
received by the reſt, that the Commander bei 
wounded, the whole Party was diſorder'd, 
purſu'd to the Army, and the whole Camp in Dan» 
ger of a Surpriſal, had not the King himſelf un- 
expectedly appear d in Perſon, and ſtemm'd the 
Torrent. But in September following, happened a 
fatal Deciſion of the Diſpute at Dunbar, where the 
Seats Army, re-iptoxced to above 20,000 Men, and 
preſuming 


J 


the Number of 12,000, and with much Co 


146 J. 
pre ſuming on a certain Victory, (having incloſed' 
their Enemies beyond a Probability of an Eſcape) 
encountred the Eugliſb ** then decreaſed to 


and Gallantry charged them; but the Hand of 
God was in it, the whole Army was routed, 4000 
ſlain, and 9000 taken Priſoners, with the Loſs of 
200 on the Invader's Side: After which, the 

ing's Intereſt in Scotland declined daily, the E- 
nemy getting Advantage by the Diſſention be- 
tween the Court and the Kirk- party, and Crom- 
weil by ſpringing of Mines, (but more by corrupt- 
ing the Governor with Money) had Edinburgh- 
Caſtle ſurrendred to him, the taking of which 
was follow'd with the Loſs of many more Gar- 
riſons. Nevertheleſs, the Scots were neither daunt- 
ed in their Courage, nor deficient in their Allegi- 
ance, but proceeded to the Coronation of the 
King, and he to the calling of a Parliament ; and 
having got together a good Body of an Army, it 
was thought beſt, that the King ſhould give Crom- 
<vell the Slip, and make a ſudden Deſcent into 
England, leaving him to take his Swing and range 
thro' Scotland. To make this Enterpriſe the more 
hopeful, the Earl of Derby, and many other loyal 
Perſons, began to peep out of their Receſſes, and 
to uſe all Expedition to Join, but @ malignant 
Conſtellation: fill influenced K. Charles bis Affairs; 
tome of his Abettogs were intercepted, ſome rout- 
ed, and the Earl of Derby diſcomfited, and many 
Perſons of Quality and Reſolution taken Priſon- 
ers. At laſt came on the diſmal Engagement at 
Worcefter, that critical Arbiter of the King's Cauſe; 
from whence we may date the Depreſſion of the 
Monarchy, the Exaltation of Anarchy, and Con- 
tuſion of Governments. I take no Pleaſure in 
deſcanting too long upon ſo unpleaſant a Theme; 
in a Word, the King was defegted, his whole Ar- 


N 

my given up to Death, or Captivity, except a very 
Cr owich = he made hioRicepe: and after ſome 
Weeks ſpent in lurking, diſguifing, ſpiſting, and 

uneaſy travelling, he arrived ſafe. in Frans. 
The King was now actually diveſted of his 
three King his Enemies victorious, in 
Poſſeſſion of his Right, and uſurping the Regal 
Authority, under the Diſguiſe of other Apella- 
tions: And / howſocyer the grand Apoftates: from 
Loyalty daily crumbled into Factions, and Di- 
viſions, and the Supreme Authority frequently 
changed its Dreſs, and put on a new Face; yet 
all concurred in the Deteſtation of Kingthip, and 
an 2 the Family of Stuart. To recount 
the Tranſactions of the Junto at London; or the 
Exploits of their Legions, through all the Do- 
minions ſubjected to the Commonwealth of 7 a 
land, might prove a tolerable Entertainment for 
the Reader; but I have no Inclination to admire 
their Policy, or cry up the Fame of the Protec- 
tor: My Buſineſs is to obſerve: the diſaſtrous Fate 
of an Exil'd King, and (there being yet no exact 
Memoirs tranſmitted to us of his foreign Adven- 
tures,) to ſum up his Misfortune in a nine Year's 
Baniſhment, by noting how miſerably he Was a- 
bandoned, thruſt and kept out from the Poſſeſſion 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and all the Domi- 
nions and Territories belonging to them, a Penſioner 
to Strangers, and all Deſigns of his Friends At- 
home, or his Allies Abroad, fruſtrated and baffled, 
But when the Almighty Governor of the 
World had ſo long ſeourged the Royal Family, 
as to his Wiſdom ſeemed ſufficient, and all the 
Practices of human Strength and Invention were 
rendered ineffectual; in a ſudden and unexpected 
Manner; without Means, without Contrivance, 
without the Succeſs of a Battle, or the Operation 
of any Stratagem; the Republican Babel was o- 
FED | ver- 
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' yet-turtied, the King reſtored; and Seaceably 
ſeated . Throne of ire e 
From his Reftoration he reighed mote than 
twenty-four Years. and I with I could ſay happily. 
But not being bleſſed with a legitimate Iſſiie, he 
was continually teized with the Incroachments of 
an impatient Heir: Having mifapplicd his Reve- 
nues, (which were vaſtly increafed beyond all 
that was given to his Predeceſſors,) he was by 
his Neecflities induced frequently to call Parlia- 
ments, and by his evil Councils as often prompt- 
ed to diſſolve them: His gentle Difpofition 1 
elincd him to an univerſal Indulgence; but the 
malevolent Inſinuatioti of Self-mterefted Men 
miſled him to a Conni vance at extraoadinrry Se- 
verities : The Papiſts hated Him for avowitg fo 
much Favour to the Church of England; and the 
pected Propertfion 


Diſſenters blamed him for a fuf] | 
to the Church of Rome: His Conſtitution Was 
Happy ; but by his irregular Courſes be raiſed 
Batteries againſt his own Health; and he might 
have lived longer, if he had not lived ſo faff. 
The Indowments of his Mind were admirable; 
but bis Imerſion in Pleafures over-ſhadowed His 
Reputation: The prolonging of bis Life had 
given an Adjournment to the Miſchiefs that 
quickly aſſaulted both Church and State; but 
one Sort of Men thought he lived too long. 
Whether any Hand, but his own, contributed 
to the accelerating of his Death, I haye no War- 
rant to make any Aſſeveration; let the future 
Writers of Hiſtory adjuſt that Matter to the clear 
Information of Poſterity. All Thave to ſay, is, 
the News of his Death was publiſhed, before 
there was any Report of his Sickneſs : He died 
of an Apoplexy, the 6th of February 1684, and 
the whole Body (whereof he was the Head) 
was preſently ſeiſed with comguitive _— F 


| 


his own Miſcarriage, So that while the — 
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 FaMEs the Second. 


HE Reign of James the Second was /6 
 Jately begun, and (by the Mercy of God) fe 


The R 


ſoon determined, that every Man's Remembrance of 


it may juſtly ſuperſede the Trouble of a Repeti- 
tion, There needs no Art, nor Arguments to 
convince the World, that' he was more unfortu- 
nate than all his Predeceffors; and every impar- 
tial Obſerver will allow, that he was the prin- 
cipal — — that ſapped the Foundations of 
his own neſs. | 1 | 
If he had arrived at the Throne by an indirect 
Road: If he had gained it by Conqueſt, and 
owed his Title to the Umpirage of the Sword : 
If he had come in by Intruſion, Invaſion, or U- 
ſurpation; by Craft, or Violence; by Force of 
Arms, or the Prevalency of Penſions: If he had 
juſtled out the true Heir, or ſupplanted the law- 
tul Pretender, or out-ſtripped his Competitor by 
the Aid of the People, or over-topped his Oppo- 
ſers by the Aſſiſtance of Foreigners: It had been 
no Wonder that the Crown had tottered on his 
Head, that his Seat had been uncaſy, and his Go- 
vernment ſhort-lived. But when his Title was 
not diſputed; when he was ſaluted King by an u- 
niverſal Acclamation ; welcomed by the Addreſſes 
and Congratulations of all his Subjects; his Re- 
venues ſettled and augmented; his Enemies ſub- 
dued, and his Throne eſtabliſhed by a Loyal Par- 


liament and a ſubmiſſive People; his Ruin muſt 


neceſſarily be imputed to himſelf; and all his 
Misfortunes undeniably accounted the Reſult of 


H 


is 5 

all Ages and Nations do abound with Examples 
of the ſtrange, crucl, falſe, and unnatural Methods 
uſed by ambitious. Men to gain Prineipalities; 
King James muſt mala its upon Record, as 
the only Perſon that wilfully and induſtriouſly de- 
throned himſelf. We read of aſpiring Men, who 
have diflembled, changed, and comply'd with the 
faſhionable Religion of the Country, to inſure 
their Poſſeſſion: But it is without Precedent, that 
a Prince quietly ſettled in his Throne; courted by 
his Neighbours, obeyed by his Subjects without 
Reſerve, or Diſtruſt; not grudged, nor affronted 
in the private Exerciſes of his own Perſwaſion; 

ſhould be ſo intoxicated by the Fumes of Ze al, to 
attempt the Subverſion of the general Religion 
current through three Kingdoms, eftabliſhed by 
Parliament, and incorporated ſo into the Laws, 
thac the Religion of the Nation is the Law of the 
Nation; and to intrude upon his Subjects a Way 
of Worſhip as diſſonant from their Humour, as 
repugnant to their Conſcience; a Way exploded 
by the former Age, and deteſted by this; and ſo 
forfeit his Right to the Imperial Crown of 
three opulent Kingdoms upon a fallacious Aſſur- 
ance of a Repriſal in Heaven; is ſuch a ſtupendious 
Act of Supercrogation, as may ſerve to ſupply 

half the Roman Catholick Church with a Su- 
perfluity of Merit. | 

On the ſixth Day of February 1684 Charles the 
Second put off Mortality, and by his Death re- 
vived the languiſhing Hopes of the Popiſh Ex- 
pectants. He departed about Noon, and in that 
very Afternoon James the Second was proclaim- 
ed in London and Weſtminſter, by Order of the 
Council: To convince the World, that howſoe- 
ver the Parliament laboured to exclude him from 
Succeſſion by political Ordinances, and by a 
Courſe of Law; yet, that Deſign not being ac- 
complithed, they would not ſo much as holare, 
0 
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[51] 
or demur upon the Right of his Inheritance. 
He, on the other Side, falated them graciouſly, 
promiſed to' imitate his Brother in hit Tenderneſs + 
to the People, celebrated the loyal Principles of 
the Charch;of: England, and paſt his Royal Word 
to take care io deſend, and ſupport it. The Collec- 
tion of the Cuſtoms, and the Duties of Tonage 
and Poundage, (which were annexed to the 
Crown during the King's Life,) were continued 
de bene eſſe, till the Meeting of a Parliament: All 
Men were quiet and contented, and be was con- 
gratulated with Addreſſes from all Paats of Eng- 
land, teſtifying a ready Obedience to his Com- 
mands, and devoting their Lives and Fortunes 
to the Defence of his Perſon, and the Main- 
tenance of his Prerogative: His Acceſſion to 
the Crown was ſolemnized with great Acclama- 
tions of Joy throughout the Kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland : Ambaſſadors from foreign 
Princes and States arrived daily, preſentin 
their Compliments of Condolence for the deceaſ- 
cd King, and their Satisfaction in his Aſſumption 
of the Regal Power: On the twenty-third of A. 
pril, the King and Queen were both crowned, 
and at his Coronation he took the accuſtomed 
Oaths to maintain the Laws, and the eftabliſhed Re- 
ligion: No King ever aſcended the Throne with 
leis Oppoſition, Diſputes, or preliminary Cau- 
tions; none was cver attended with more appa- 
rent Circumſtances of Felicity; or had a fairer 
Proſpect of becoming glorions at Home, and for- 
midable abroad. The Parliament of Scotland 
having prevented him in his Wiſhes, and out- 
done all their Predeceſſors in Abundancy of 
Zeal and Loyalty; a Parlirment met alſo at 
Meftminſter, to whom the King reiterated his Aſ-— 
ſurance of ſupporting the Church of England, pre- 
ſerving the Government in Church and State, as by 
Law eftabliſhed® and a Reſolution never to invade 
any Man's Property. In 


= tal... 
I this very Juncture, when the King had ſo 
endeared wacht to che Parliament by ſuch gra- 
cious Expreſſions, and they reciprocally courted 


him with all dutiful Reſpect, the unfortunate 
Earl of Argyle, (whoſe Perſecution was unparal- 
led , attainted for Treaſon, before the Law that 
made it ſo was promulgated ; and condemned only 
for ſcrupling to take the Teſt, which in a ſhort 
Time after, it was a capital Offence to ſubſcribe) + 
landed in the Highlands of Scotland, and fer i 
forth a Declaration to juſtify his Undertaking, 
and to renounce all glance to the preſent 
King; who immediately communicated the In- 
telligence he had received to the Parliament, 
and both Houſes without Delay expreſſed their 
Reſentment in Raptures of Love and Zeal, with 
Proteſtations to ſtand by him with their Lives 
and Fortunes againſt all Oppoſers, and particu- 
larly the Earl of Argyle; and to demonſtrate, 
that it was no Compliment, they preſented him 
with a Bill, for ſettling the Revenues on him for 
Life, and reſolved on an extraordinary Supply 
for theſe incident Occafions. While theſe Mat- 
ters were tranſacting, News came to the Ki 
that the Duke of Monmouth was landed in the 
Weſt of England, (an unſcaſonable Landing for 
that unhappy Gentleman! when the Parliament 
was charmed with the good Words, and amuſ- 
ed by the great and gracious Promiſes of the 
King) with a ſmall Party, but every Day en- 
crealing; who preſently were proclaimed Trai- 
tors, and the King imparting the News to both 
Houſes, they forthwith in a Tranſport of Loyal- 
ty reaſſure him that they will ſtand by him with 
their Lives and Fortunes againſt the Duke of 
Monmouth, and all other his Enemies; and with 
an unuſual Expedition they paſſed two Acts; to 
avgment his Revenue, by a new Impoſition on 
Winc, Vinegar, Tobacco, and Sugar; 3 to 
| | cure 
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ſecure his P an Act of Attainder on the 
Duke of It was morall impoſſible 
for ſuch inconſiderable Parties to effect their Pur- 


poſes: The Parliaments in both Kingdoms were 


unanimous ; almoſt all People relied on the 
King's 'Word, not doubting but he would con- 
tinue a Defender of the Faith, though he was not 
a Profeſſor. And ſo the Event proved ; far' with- 
in a tew Days, or Weeks at moſt, the whole En- 
rerprize came to nothing, the Forces in each 
Kingdom were routed diſperſ , the Duke 
and Earl both taken Priſoners, and both exe- 
cuted on the Scaffold. 
Violent Hurricanes tear Trees out of the Ground ; 
but the pat oe of ſmall Winds make the Tres tale 
the quenc hing of an 2 Rebellion 
1 the Prince ſame Steps higher, aud de- 
preſſeth the Subject as much. The Parliament had 
now ſat long — to do the King's Buſineſs, 
— had Buſineſs to do not fit to be 
entruſted to the Parliament; whereupon. it was 
adjourned. to the fourth of Auguf, and from _ 
thence to the ninth 1 e Nigg At which 


ing 

firſt Diſcovery of his Gan to a di — Power; 
telling them plainly, that he will not want the 
Services of ſuch Men whom he accounted. fairh- 
ful, but would, cmploy them in the Army, tho“ 
they were not qualified according to the — 
Teſts: The Parliament modeſtly and ci vill 
y ve this unexpected Reſolution in an 

Addreſs, and propoſed, an Expedient to mo- . 
derate the Extremity of the Law, purely to gra- 
tify the Deſires of their Prince; but this did not 
ſound well in the Ears of the Court ; - ſome other 
* Meaſures muſt be taken, and ſo the Parliament 
was prorogyed ta the tenth. of February, and here 
we may bid them adieu, having after ſevexal Pro- 


rogations been lowed, as a Company of in- 
flexible 
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flexible ſtubborn Proteſtants, who would not 
tamely comply with the King's arbitrary Plea- 
ſure. Several Noblemen and other Perſons were 
now indicted and tried for their Lives, ſome eſ- 
caped by the Merit of their ingenuous Defence, 
ſome were reſpited from Execution, and ſome 
ſuffered Death. 'The Ear! of Clarendon was ſent 
Lord Lieutenant into Ireland, that the Proteſtants 
might be cajoled into a laviſh Credulity, till 
Matters were ripe for their Deſtruction. An 
Army of 20,000 Men was raiſed, and encamped 
at Hounſlow- Heath, becauſe the Militia was not 
found to be uſeful; and the late Invaſions of 
Monmouth and Argyle were a ſufficient . 
to the King not to be taken again unprovided. 
But the erecting of a Popiſh Chapel in the midſt 
of the Camp, and the open and daily Celebra- 
tion of the Maſs there, together with the ſetting 
up Convents of Friars, and Schools, and Semi- 
naries of Jcſuirs in ſeveral Places in London, (the 
unclean Beaſts croſſing the Streets, and entring 
their Ark by Couples) began to ſtartle the Peo- 
ple; and the Diſpatch of the Earl of Caſtlemain 
to Rome as an Ambaſſador to the Pope, and the 
entertaining a Nuncio from him, gave a mighty 
Umbrage of Offence to all conſidering Men. 
That ſtrict Injunction by Law for every Man that 
exerciſed any Office, to take the Oaths and 
Teſt, was a great Barricado - againſt the Prefer- 
ment of Catholick Candidates; the Judges muſt 
be conſulted, (or rather directed, ) how to apply 
ſome Remedy; and they, to their eternal Shame, 
made falſe Gloſſes on the Text, betrayed the 
Law, the impregnable Fortreſs of Engliſh Pro- 

rty, and skrewed up the Rules of a circum- 
cribed Monarchy to an abſolute and deſpotick 
Government, to command without Controul, 
and to be obeyed without Reſerve. But the putting 


a Muzzle upon the old Laws tò keep them from 
| | biriog, 
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biting, was not enough to carry on the Work, 
without introducing ſome Innovations; where- 
fore a Commiſſion was given to certain Perſons 
to order all eceleſiaſtical Affairs, with an Autho- 
rity. and Extent ' almoſt unlimited, and a No- - 
ame to all Rights and Privileges, The firſt 
Eſſay made by this exorbĩtant Court, was on the 
Biſhop of Landon, (a Perſon noble by Birth, and 
high in Office, reverenced and beloved by all 
Men for his Candor, Moderation, and many emi- 
nent Virtues,) whom for a frivolous Matter, 
without Colour of Law or Reaſon, they ſuſpend- 
ed from his Epiſcopal Function. QI: = 
Ir was now high Time to recall the Earl of 
Clarendon from the Government of Ireland, that 
the Sword might be put into the Hands of the 
Earl of Tyrconnel. To enumerate the Miſchiefs 
that have accrued to the Proteſtants by his Ad- 
miniſtration, would require a Treatiſe by itſelf ; 
let it ſuffice to ſay, that in that miſerable King- 
dom Popery was predominant, and bare-faced 
Maſs-houſes ſet up in every Town and Village, 
the Corporations changed, their Charters con- 
demned, all Offices Civil and Military conferred 
on Papiſts, the Act of Settlement (which the 
King had fo ſeriouſly promiſed to keep inviolat- 
ed) infringed and eluded, and Gentlemen diſ- 
poſſeſſed of their Eſtates by erroneous Judgments, 
the Proteſtants diſarmed and diſmounted, ſuch as 
were able to remove forced to fly, and ſuch as 
ſtaid behind, ſubjected to all the Inſolencies and 
Barbarities of Slaves veſted with Authority. 

To Scotland ſtrict and ſevere Orders were ſent 
to reſtrain all Field Conventicles, and in Eng- 
land the Diſſenters were indicted, fined, and 
impriſoned. And yet within a ſhort Time after, 
a general Indulgence was publiſhed to all Perſua- 
ſions, with a counterfeit ſaving to the Rights of 
the Church of England! the King being made to 
Hier | believe, 
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n eve, tho Gre be woe from any Op- 
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quietly intrenched under the Ne 
 zance, and P Obedience) if he could but 
caſt a Miſt before the Eyes of the Diſſenters, 
and mufflle their Hands, and charm them into a 
ſupine Security; the deſired Reformation might 
proceed gradually without Interruption, and after 
a while the Doots might be and Popery WW 
let in with a full Brea. But they were groſly 
miſtaken in their Politicks : The illegal Pro- 
ceedings againſt the Biſhop of London, ſeconded WW 
by the arbitrary and unjuſt; Perſecution of 
the Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, and the Ejec- 
tion of the Preſident and Fellows of Mardalen 
College in Oxford, and the Intruſion of 
Papiſts in their Rooms, opened the Eyes of all 
Sorts, and quickly taught the Diſſenters what 
they were to expect, (whoſe Toleration was 
temporary and precarious,) when ſuch open In- 
vaſions were made on that Church that was firm» 
ly eſtabliſhed by Lac. 
But unleſs the Jeſuits and -Popiſh Counſellors 
had been Self-Murderers, and conſpired to o- 
verthrow their own Deſigns, by their imprudent 
and precipitate Actings, they had never abuſed 
the poor King by ſuch pernicious Advice, to at- 
rack the Church of England in the Perſons of the 
Biſhops, who were the Reverend Fathers of it; 
to lay ſuch a Snare before wiſe and religious Men, 
as muſt endanger their Safety, or prejudice their 
Conſcience ; and becauſe they preſented an humble 
Apology by way of Petition, (a Privilege al- 
lowed to all Men by the Laws of God and Na- 
ture) imploring to be excuſed from being made 
Inſtruments to countenance and publiſh the monſ- 
trous Aſſertion of an abſolute and diſpenſing Power © 
they were committed to rheTower,indieted of aMiſ. 
demeanor, compelled to plead, tried by-aJury, and 
rly 
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— uponthcir Ta, to the Shame and 
pſi Inks e ene 
Oo Sa e e Nation. 
The King to eſtabliſh that b 


Vill and 


by the 


ſtalling Men's Judgme 


their Votes, and turning Men out of their 

ö * who would not abjure the natural 
reedom of their Reaſon, that in mere Decency 

and Reſpect, I forbear to inlarge upon it. | 


Neither will I any more than make mention of | 


the Intrigue about the Birth of the Prince of 


Wates Great Pains have been taken to offer con- 
vincing Proofs to the World of the Legitimacy 


of that Child; whereas there is nothing ſo hard 
to be as a Buſineſs of that — And 
the Suſpicion of an Impoſtor has made ſuch an 
Impreſſion on common Belief, that an Act of 
Parliament in favour of the Birth would hardly 
reconcile the People to a Submiſſion. 

The bloody Exccutionsin the Weſt of Eagland, 
upon the unhappy Abettors of the Duke of An- 
exaſperated Multitudes of People into 


mouth, 
Diſcontent and | Mutiny : But when it was report- 


ed, that the had given the Lives of ſo many 


i# wretched Men by wholeſale to his Servitors, to 


be retaled by them for Lucre and Profit, the 
whole Nation was affected with that une xam- 


Law, 


* 


mean Shifts, and — — Practices, by re- 


nes, and pre- ingaging 
them againſt the Liberty, and Indifferency of 


pled Barbarity, and became ſeaſoned with a ſecret 


Averſion to his Government. 


The farious Drivers of the Jeſuitical Plots be- 


gan too — to be ſenſible of their miſtaken Po- 
licy ; they had ſtretched rhe Prerogative fo high, 


that it began to Crack; they had by their damna- i 
ble Countcl hutried ghe Rc nes —_ to 2 
3 Bri 
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Brink of Ruin: The Sky began td thicken with 
Clouds, and Thunder was heard a- far offi Where- 
fore they with all Haſte to tack about, to 
rg gre _ rage” . yo many Hands Wt 

uch indefatigable had been 
| knitting. Suddenly and unex ya Proclamati- | 
on iſſued to ſummon a Parliament, with Excluſi- 
on of the Roman Catbolicts; ſoon after, the Char- 
ter of London, and all other Corporations, was reſto- 
red; The Suſpenſion of the Biſhop of London ta- 
ken off ; The Vice-Chancellor and others of (n- 
Bridge, and the Preſident and Fellows of Magdalen = 


Colledge in Oxford, re-inftated in their Places; The 


w0nftrous Commiſſion for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs diſ- 
ſolved ; a Proclamation ſet out carrying the Face 
of a general Pardon, but ſquinting at an Indemni- 
ty to Papiſts. All Men were filVd with Wonder 
at ſuch a huddled and ſurpriſing Alteration; that 
the great Miniſters of State ſhould ſo poorly 
truckle to the Sat 2 of the People; that the 
King ſhould ſend for the Biſhops and court them, 
from whom a little before, he would not endure 
the Addreſs of an humble Petition. But the Rid- 
dle was ſoon unfolded, and the Wonder was 
turned into an Exultation of Joy at the mira- 
culous Revolution of Affairs. LE 

The Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the 
Prime Gentry of England, ſadly reſenting the In- 
vaſion on their Religion, Liberties and Properties, 
obſerving the arbitrary and deſpotical Proceed- 
ings in Scotland, beholding Ireland wholly given 
up to Popery and Slavery, and their own ancient 
Laws and eſtabliſh'd Religion ſubverted by him, 
who had ſo often, and ſo ſolemnly promiſed the 
Maintenance and Protection of them; they began 
to conſult of ſome proper and effectual Means to 
divert the impending Miſchiefs, and to aſſure the 
Reſtitution of their raviſh'd Freedom. To this 
End, they made Application to che moſt il luſtri- 


+ ous Prince of Orange, the Champion and Te 
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of the Proteftant Religion; imploring his Aid to reſeue 
them from Oppraſton and Slavery, and to ſave their 
Libertics, now cxpiring and at the laſt Gaſp, Hie 
with a Bravery and Generoſity, not tobe matched 
in any Hiſtory, deſcended to their Relief, (and poſt- 
poning all his own Intereſts and Advantages) with 
the hazard of his Perſon, and the Conſumption of a 
vaſt Treaſure, landed in England, not with a migh= - 
ty Army, leſt itſhould look like an Invaſion yg net- 
with too ſmall a Party, leſt he ſhould ſeem puſſ d 
on by a Neceſſity, or engaged in a deſperate Un- 
dertaking. The King had a great Army on Foot, 
which was quickly increaſed by a conſiderable. * 
Addition. And with Appearance of great Reſo- 
lation, and Confidence of Succeſs, he march'd. 
from Londes ; but he ſoon found by a fatal Ex- 
pericnce, that the Hands of his Subjects were 
directed by their Hearts, in which, having ftortcits! | 
ed his Poſſeſſion, he was to expect no Service or Aſs! 
ſiſtance from them. On the contrary, the Lords and 
Gentlemen from all Parts of the Kingdom flock d 
in with their Arms and Horſes to join their Deli- 
verer; and many Troops and Regiments of the 
King's Army deſerted him, not enduring to be 
mingled among Papiſts, or be obliged to fight againſt 
Proteſtants. The King in this- Perplexity was. 
wholly irreſolute what Courſe to take; at Jaſt he 
poſted to London, where miſſing his Popiſh Fa- 
vourites (whom fear of Puniſhment, and the Ter- 
ror of an evil Conſcience had utterly diſſipated) 
he did not think it fit to truſt his beſt and trueſt 
Subjects, but ſecretly withdrew himſelf in a Diſ- 
2 e, and being by a ſtrange Accident diſcover'd, 
was re- conducted to London, from whence at 
his own deſire, he was attended to Rocheſter ; but 
not being able to live without the Miniſtration of 
Priefts and Feſuits, he ſlipp'd away to the Sea-ſide, 
and ſail'd for France, voluntarily, and without Con- 
ſtraint abdi cating the Government, leaving the Throne 
vacant, and the Body of his People without a Ho 
| | ere 
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*.-Here ended the Reign of Wh. 


ing a valiant - 
| immoveable Obſerver of his Word aud Promis: 
But the A | 
à bigotred Queen, che 


repreſented: bim under a Tontrary Character. 
Perhaps 


C them by me. 1 


Fmprint à Stain on de Memoty, oy: 
» Tincture on his. Poſtericy. ! 


would underitand their own Happineſs (and Joyfully” 17 
| thankially acknowledge it) to live under Proteſtant 
King an 
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too violent to laſt long. A Prinee who (herr 
he was a Subject) had the' Reputation of be- 
&ader, '2 fitm Friend and - 


2 Crown, che Flattexies of 

1 Counſels/of a Po- 
a Wich a blind Perſuaſion - 
Heaven, by the Adventure ef all he 
hath Aae him to Cenſure, ani 


ON. 


ho fs abſol ved from the Guilt of hiv pot» 
fonal Vices by his Confeſſor, and he ſhall be 8 


piſh and A eien C 
of meritin 
had upon 


t a Revercnce for thoſe of his neareſt - 
Blood, el ſuall not by the Blots ef my. Pen, 


5 Py 
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ave foi 
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Hus you 8 the Ut — 7 

' Reigns, of Six of the 2 Ahh, A 

the Firſt broke his Net next. Mute -bis Hart; 

SEE I, 
to m 

to an untimely . 2 the Second died with. Trouble $5 


Mind; the Two next were depoſed from * noke el . 


and "violent! 10 Death; the next died fuddenly, to 
1575 e 


no more bf it; and the laſt derhro ned Himſelf, 


ferably, and in all human Probability, wilt not die hap- 
pily. One of them was ftruct to the Heart by an Arrow j 
Another by Grief z Two periſ'd by the Hands of cruel 
Men; hes next died of an N I gueſs the ek; 
the Laſt, but I will not take upon me to propheſy. 

I wiſh all thoſe who defire. to be call'd; Promflants, 


a Proteſtant Queen; (a 'Blefling rare in theſe 
Kingdoms, and not known for many Yeats'paſt) God 

grant them à long and proſperous Reign, attended with. 
all the Inſtances of Glory and Felicity; that under their 


auſpicious Influence true Religion ma) flourich, and deteſt 


Ape e ever be baniſh d outof their Dominiogs, 
— 5 


